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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aeronautics to the 
flying personel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and others connected 
with aviation. : 

---000--- 


THE ARMY AIR CORPS FOR 1937 - A REVIEW 


Ed. Note: The review of Air Corps activities and of various aeronautical events during the 
calendar year 1937, as hereinafter given, is not intended as a full and complete 
chronology thereof. The necessary time required to conduct the research work in- 
cident to the compilation of a complete chronology has not been available. Fur- 
thermore, space is lacking for the publication of a more complete report. It is 
believed, however, that the chronology of events given here: chovld. afford the 
reader a fair idea of the various activities in which the Air Corps was engaged 
during the past year. 


CHRONOLOGY , On dune 22nd, Colonel Harvey S. Burwell. took 
Persomel - Appointments, Changes, etc. over the command of the 19th Bombardment Group, 
‘ March Field, Calif., relieving Lieut. Colonel 
Hubert R. Harmon, assigned as student at the 








The first Army Air Corps officer to achieve 
the distinction of being appointed a permanent | : 

eneral officer of the line of the Army was beg Sennee chieins H. Houghton was on 
rigadier General Henry C. Pratt, whose rank | July lst designated es Commandant of the Air 


dates from January 1, 1937. oar h tablich +t Patt 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds was on March 6th | 0 aemednedt ee ablishe’:-at Fetterman 


appointed Commanding Officer of the 2nd Bombard-' “7303+. Colonel Henry J.F. Miller assumed 
ment Group, GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. >» | command on July 8th of the San Antonio Air 
succeeding Lieut. Colonel Charles 8. Oldfield, | Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, relieving Colonel 
who was placed in command of all Air Corps ac- = John F, Howard, who was assigned to duty as 
tivities at Fort Lewis, Wash. ' Air Officer of the 7th Corps Area, Omsha, 


Brigadier General Gerald C. Brant was reliev- | : 
ed from the command of the Third Wing, GHQ Air | wave am. se eee ye tock Ss 
Force, Barksdale Field, Le., March 15th, and {foout Colom Milles’ 
Les aot lh ag A pgm of the 2nd Wing at / Lieut. Colonel Ross G. Hoyt, on September 
mney Eeaet Mei pe | 14th, assumed command of the 20th Pursuit 
Air Comps Tactical School at Maxwell Field,Ale.,/ (2? fms b hevold, who was ccclened es 
ani. Other clanges in station comantara en- | comanding Officen-of the 70%h Panui Syud- 
nounced at about this time were the assignment | ~~~ 
of Colonel Lawrence S. Churchill, Commending | 
Officer of the Middletown Air Depot, to Langley | Purchase of New Airplanes 
Field; Colonel Jacob W.S. Wuest, Coumanding Of- | During the calendar year 1937, announcements 
ficer of the Rockwell Air Depot, to assume com- | were made by the War Department of the approval 








mand of the Middletown Air Depot; and Lieut. {of the award of contracts for new airplanes for 

Colonel Harold A. Strauss, Chief of the Procure-| the Air Corps, as follows: 

ment Section, Materiel Division, Wright Field, {| February 25: To the Sikorsky Aircraft Corpo- 

Ohio, to assume command of the Rockwell Air | tation, Bridgeport, Conn., for five S43 Amphi- 

Pepay Coronado, Calif. | bian airplanes, and spare parts equivalent to 
ffective April 1, 1937, Colonel Frederick L. | one complete Amphibian plane, at a total cost 


Martin was appointed to the temporary rank of = of $633,898.00. 

Brigadier General, Air Corps, and assigned to | March 2: To the Kellett Autogiro Corporation 

duty as Commander of the third Wing, GHQ Air |of Philadelphia, Pa., for six Autogiros, com 

Force, Barksdale Field, La. Prior to that time | plete, with spare parts, at a total cost of 

he was on duty as Executive Officer of the Air ($238,482.18. The purchase was made following 

Corps Materiel Division, Wright Field, Chio. | exhaustive tests by the Air Corps in conjunc- 
Lieut. Colonel Ralph Royce, who commanded the | tion with the Infantry, Artillery and Cavalry 

First Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mich., / during approximately 18 months, using the 

for a number of yeers, was on May 15th assigned | mdels from several Autogiro Corporations. 


A RRR TERT RL 


to duty in the Philippine Department. - |. April 10: The contract heretofore made with 
Effective June 14th, 17 First Lieutenants of | the North American Aviation for basic training 
the Air Corps were promoted to the rank of | planes was increased by e total of 73 planes 


Captain, followed by the promotion of 19 addi- | and a complement of spare parts at an addition- 
tional First Lieutenants to Captain, effective {al cost over the original contract of 
June 30th. ' $903,380.99. 

-1- V-7637, A.C. 
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June 2: To North American Aviation, Inglewood, 
Calif., for 85 Basic Combat planes and the 
equivalent of 10 additional planes as spares, 
at a total cost of $1, 372,356.00. 

June 10: To the Douglas Aircraft Co., of 
Santa Monica, Calif., for 177 two-engine Bom 
bardment airplanes, together with neces 
spare parts for same, in the sum of $11,651,948. 


geared ''Cyclone'' engines, for installation in 
'0-47A airplanes, in the total amount of 
| $1,099, 729.50. 

June 24: To the Wright Aeronautical Corpora- 
tion for 531 'Cyclone'' engines and spare parts, 
for installation in B-18A Bombardment planes, 
in the total sum of $5,315,310.00. 

tember 1: To the Pratt & Whitney Division 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


July: To the Boeing Aircraft Company, Seattle, of the United Aircraft Company, East Hartford, 


Wash., for 10 more B-17 Bombardment planes, the 


| Conn., for 455 'Wasp'' single row, direct drive, 


contract including an option for three addition-| 550 h.p. engines and spares for installation 


al Bombers, meking a total of 13 on this order, 
and an adequate complement of spares, for a to- 


tal sum, with the exercise of the above-mention-| 


ed eptten, of $3,708,002. 20. 
July 6: To the Curtiss Airplane Division of 
the Curtiss-Wright Corporation, of Buffalo, 


'in Basic Combat planes, at a total cost of 

| $4,153,938.06. 

December 2: To the Wright Aeronautical Corpo- 
| ration for 156 Type R-1820-59 ''Cyclone'! 9-cyl- 
'inder, single-row engines, delivering more thar 
| 1,000 horsepower, for installation in 3-17 


N.Y., for 210 monoplace Pursuit planes, together! Bombardment airplanes, at a total cost of 


with an adequate complement of spares, at a 
total cost of $4,113,550.00. 

September 9: To the Glenn L. Martin Company, 
of Baltimore, Md., for spare parts for YB-10, 
YB-12 and 3-10B Bombardment planes, in the 
total amount of $47,857.56. 

September 28: To the North American Aviation, 
Inc., of an additional order on a previous con- 
tract for 34 model BT-9C airplanes and spare 
ponte at a total cost of $411,500.90; same to 

e used in the training of the Organized Re- 
serves of the Air Corps. 

October 4: To the Douglas Aircraft Company, 
Inc. (Northrop Division) for spare parts for 
Northrop Attack planes in the amount of 
$50, 853. 63. 

October 8: To the Boeing Aircraft Company for 
13 additional B-17 Bombardment planes and spare 
parts at a total cost of $2,518,346. 83. 

October 21: To North American Aviation for 55 
additional Model 0-47A Observation airplanes 
and spare parts at a cost of $1,731,407.08, 48 
of these airplanes being procured for National 
Guard organizations and 7 for Regular Army 
units. 

October 23: To the Stearman Aircraft Company 
of Wichita, Kansas, for an additional number of 
PT-13A Primary Training planes and spares, 
amounting in all to $122,229.20. 

November 9: To the Douglas Aircraft Company 


@ supplemental contract for 29 additional A-17A | 
Attack airplanes at a total cost of $654,155.90. 
November 8: To North American Aviation, Inc., | 


for 95 Basic Combat planes and spare parts at 
total cost of $1,490,972. 96. 

December 11: To the Curtiss Division of the 
Curtiss-Wright Corporation for a service test 
lot of 13 P-37 Pursuit rey and the ne- 
cessary e parts, amounting in all to 
$531,305.12. 


a 


Purchase of Engines. 

J 4: To the United Aircraft Company 
(Pratt & Whitney Division) of East Hartford, 
Conn., for spare parts for 315 Model R-1835-13 
engines in the totel amount of $318,521.67. 

an 4: To the United Aircraft Comany 
(Pratt & Whitney Division) for 142 Mode 
R-1340-47 engines and spare parts for installa- 
tion in BC-l airplanes, in the total sum of 
$866, 800.59. 

March 6: To the Wright Aeronautical Corpora- 
tion, Paterson, N.J., for 141 Model R-1 49 
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| $1,340 976.00; also for 82 Type R-1820-49, 

| single-row, 9-cylinder engines, delivering 850 
| horsepower at sea level, for installation in 
|0-47A airplanes, at a total cost of $703,514. 8S 
| December 2: To the United Aircraft Corpora- 
tion (Pratt & Whitney Division) for 43 Model 

| 1535-13 geared aircraft engines and spare parts 
‘at a total cost of $447,328.80. These are 

| double-row, radial, 14-cylinder engines, devel- 
| oping 750 horsepower, for installation in A~17 
| Attack airplanes. 


| DECORATIONS AND ANWARDS 

| Decorations and awards made during the calen 
| dar year 1937 to Air Corps personnel for heroic 
| conduct or distinguished service in connection 
| with flying are enumerated below, as follows: 

' Announcement was made in General Orders of 

| the War Department, dated February 1, 1937, of 
| the award cf the following decorations to Air 
Corps personnel, viz: 


| Distinguished Flying Cross 

i Donald W. =o. Captain Cist Lieutenant) , 
Ag Corps, U.S. Army. or heroism while parti- 
cipating in an aerial flight from March Field, 

| Calif. » to Bakersfield, Calif., November 12, 

| 1935. While piloting a C-14 airplane carrying 
| three passengers, Captain Buckman was seized by 
| an excruciating pain in the vicinity of his 


; heart, when he was approximately 50 miles from 


j 





j|his destination. Although suffering intensely, 
Captain Buckman maintained control of his ship 
| and effected a safe landing at Bakersfield Air- 
| port, where he collapsed and died shortly af- 

| terward. The decoration was presented to his 

| widow, Mrs. Madeline Stone Buckman, at Randolph 
| Field, Texas, by Brigadier General James £. 
Chaney, Commandant ef the Air Corps Training 
Center, on February 10, 1937. 

Hez McClellan, jor, then captain, Air Corps, 
United States Army (Posthumously). For extra- 
ordinary achievement as commanding officer and 
pilot on a cross country flight. from Washington, 
D.C., to Nome, Point Barrow, and cther Alaskan 
points during the summer of 1935. Captain 
McClellan —— the entire flight, voluntarily 
commanded it during its entirety, and personally 
piloted the airplane over the thousands of miles 
of desolate, rough and sparsely inhabited 
country. He displayed outstanding initiative, 








resourcefulness, and professionel skill under 
the many trying conditions encountered, and by 
a V-7637, A.C. 
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his tireless energy, sound judgment, and per- 
sonal courage rendered possible the successful 
completion of this flight. The information 
concerning the operation of military aircraft 


|Griffith was made on February 20th at March 

'Field, Calif., by Brigadier General Delos C. 

'Enmons, Conmanding the lst wing, GHQ Air Force. 
The presentation of the D.F.C. to Major 


in Alaska secured by Captain McClellan while on Giles, Lieut. Patrick, Staff Sgt. Hamilton and 


his extensive eir and ground reconnaissances 
has proved of particular value to the Air Corps 
Henry H. Arnold, brigadier general, then 
lieutenant colonel, Air Corps, United States 
Arny. For extraordinary achievement while par- 





i mda in an aerial flight as pilot and com the GHQ Air Force units stationed at that field. 
mand 


ng officer of a bombardment squadron of 
ten airplanes, from Washington, D.C., to Fair- 
banks, Alaska, and return, from July 19 to 
August 20, 1934. By his untiring energy, fear- 
less leadership and extraordinary professional 
skill, Lieutenant Colonel Arnold organized, di- 
rected, and completed over 18,000 miles of ex- 
ceptionally dangerous flying, including a non- 
stop flight from Juneau, Alaska, to Seattle, 
Washington, a distance of 950 miles over water, 
under extremely adverse weather conditions, 
without the loss of personnel or equipment, to 
demonstrate successfully the ekthe of the 
Air Force and to establish new records for the 
Army Air Corps in aerial Mg and long 
distance mass formation flying. The presenta- 
tion of the decoration to General Arnold was 
made by the Hon. Harry H. Woodring, Secretary 
of War. 


|Corporal Connor was made by Major General Frank 
-| id. Andrews, Commanding General, GHQ Air Force, 


.; during a formal review at Langley Field, Va., 


|on April 27, 1937, which was participated in by 
| officers, flying cadets and enlisted men of all 


| Richard T. Aldworth, first lieutenant, U.S. 





| Aray, retired, then first lieutenant, Air Corps. 


|For heroism while participating in an aerial 

| flight from Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, to 
‘Langley Field, Hampton, Va., on December 12, 
(1926. While flying at an altitude of 1,000 fee 
'over Rockaway Beach, L.I., New York, the engine 
| in Lieut. Aldworth's airplane instantaneously 

| and completely failed. Efforts to start the er 
| give proving to no avail, and being fully aware 
1of the danger to himself, Lieut. Aldworth, dis- 
| regarding his own safety and mindful only of 

| the safety of the crowds on the beach, display- 
| ed excellent judgment and great courage when 
‘he maneuvered his airplane to avoid the crowds 
on the beach, and crashed into the breakers 


‘offshore. His airplane turned over immediately 


with great force and left Lieut. Aldworth sub- 
'merged below the surface, from which position 


Barney M. Giles, major (captain) 20th Bombard-; he extricated himself and was assisted ashore. 





ment Squadron, Air Corps, U.S. Army. 
James H. Patrick, second lieutenant, Air 
Corps Reserve, U.S. Army. 

Donald E. Hamilton, Staff Sgt., 96th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, GHQ Air Force, U.S. Army. 
Frank 3. Connor, Corporal, 96th Bombardment 

on, Air Force, U.S. é 

For extraordinary achievement while partici- 
pating in an aerial flight from Concord, N.H., 
to East Brewster, Mass., and return, on the 
night of February 9, 1936. Having been noti- 
fied that seven Civilian Conservation Corps en- 
rollees were stranded on an ice floe in Cape 
Cod Bay, Major Giles, accompanied by Lieut. 
Patrick, Sgt. Hamilton and Corp. Connor, took 
off in an airplane during the hours of darkness 
under dangerous flying conditions due to 








| In General Orders of the War Department of 
| June 30, 1937, announcement was made of the 
, award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to: 
Frank A. Armstro Jr., first lieutenant, 
Air Corps, U.S. poo for heroism and ex- 
traordinary achievement while participating; 
in aerial flight, and to 
James H. Wallace, first lieutenant, Air Corps 
U.S. Army, for heroism while participating 
in an aerial flight. 
| On November 20, 1935, Lieut. Armstrong was 
| piloting an airplane with three passengers and 
| co-pilot from David, Republic of Panama, to 
| Albrook Field, Canal Zone. While flying at an 
‘altitude of approximately 4,000 feet over 
| Jungle ard mountainous terzain, the right en- 
| gine of the airplane disintegrated. Realizing 





weather, and successfully located the men, drop- the possibility of the remaining motor quittin; 


ped a message to them, and reported their loca- 
tion, thereby being chiefly responsible for 
saving their lives. 
Frank G. Irvin, Captain, Air Cerps, United 
States Army. 
John S. Griffith, Captain, Air Corps, United 
States Army. 
For heroism while participating in an aerial 








land with no landing area visible, Lieut. Arm 
| strong signaled to the copilot and passengers 
to jump, a comparatively safe proceeding at 
that time. With the airplane thus lightened, 
and with the assistance of Lieut. Wallace, who 
| chose to remain and assist the pilot, Lieut. 

| Armstrong piloted the airplane to a safe land- 
| ing on a distant field. The courage and cool- 





flaght from Wright Field, Ohio, to Indianapolis, ness of these officers in this emergency un- 


Indiana, July 22, 1936. While making a carbon 
monoxide test flight of a new Arny airplane at 
en altitude of 2,000 feet, the engine burst in- 
tc flames and smoke. Captain Irvin, the pilot, 
aac his co-pilot, Captain Griffith, without 
thought of themselves, directed the crew of 
tive civilian observers to jump, and then by 
switching gas valves and using fire extinguish- 
ers succeeded in extinguishing the fire, there- 
by preventing not only possible loss of life 
but destruction to 
The presentation of the D.F.C. to Captain 


, doubtedly resulted in saving the lives of the 
| passengers, and by preventing a crash landing 
saved the airplane from destruction. 

The presentation of the D.F.C. to Lieut. 
Wallace was made at Hamilton Field, Calif., on 
July 17, 1937, in the presence of the entire 

ersonnel of the 7th Bombardment Group and the 
th Air Base Squadron. 

e Soldier's Medal 
During the e » announcement 


year 
uvable Government property.) was made in General Orders of the War } 





of the award of the Soldier's Medal to the per- 
~o- \y- 7637 , A. C. 
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sonnel enumerated below: 
Staff Serceant Willie D. Norris,chief armorer 
Sergeant Wayne M. Musser, Arvament Section, 
20th Somb. Squadron, @q Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va. — 
For heroism displayed at Lansley Field, Va., 
August 31, 1936. These two enlisted men set 








and installed the time fuses on six large expe- 


rimental flares, hung them from the bomb bay 

racks of an airplane, and withdrew the safety- 
ing pins from.the flares. 
nosed as the time fuse functioning, Staff Sgt. 
Norris and Sgt. husser decided to unlatch the 


ticking flare and carry it to a place of safety. 


Sst. Norris held the flashlight while Szt. 
Musser unlatched the ticking flare and ran with 
it in his arms toward the flying field. He 
reached a point about 20 feet from the bomb bay 
when the flare exploded, shooting the burning 
flare back toward the airplane under the left 
wing near the fuselage, where the intense heat 
ignited the wing. The heroic and timely ac- 
tion of Sgt. Norris prevented the possible loss 
of human life and undoubtedly great destruction 
to valuable govermaent property. The pilot cf 
the airplane which caught fire sprained his 
ankle in his attempt to escape from the burning 
airplane, uni lay dangerously near the flames. 
’ Seeing his plight, Sgt. Musser assisted in car- 
rying him to safety. 

During January, before a review of all the 
Langley Field Air Base troops, Brigadier Gener- 
al Henry C. Pratt presented the decoration to 
the two above-named noncommissioned officers. 

Josevh G. Moran, Staff Set., Egrs. and Hqrs. 

— , GHQ' Air Force, U.S. Army. 

For heroism displayed at New York, N.Y., on 
September 9, 1535. Seeing an unknown man fall 
cr jum into the East River from the 30th 
Street Pier, Sct. Moren, with utter disregard 
of personal danger, fearlessly dived from the 
airplane which wes beached about a city block 
distant, swam to his assistance and, with much 
difficulty and danger to himself, succeeded in 
keeping him afloat until sufficient help arriv- 
ed to bring him safely to shore. 

Foward N. Bossert, Private, ist Class, 19th 
Pursuit Squadron, Air Corps, U.S. Arny. For 
heroism displayed in assisting in saving the 
lives of three men from drowning at Haleiwa, 
Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, on February 15,1936. 
A boat in which two soldiers and a civilian 


were riding capsized in the rough and shark- 








infested waters about a mile from shore, placing) the fuselage toward the pilot's co 


them in imminent danger of drowning. While an 
attempt to rescue them by mens of a srall 
craft proved futile, due to the extremely 
strong current and high waves, Private Bessert 


and another soldier obtained a 14-foot open out- 


boerd motor boat and, at great danger to them- 
selves and with much difficulty, succeeded in 
ears the men and bringing them safely to 
shore. 

Clyde E. Gilmore, Corporal, 44th.Observation 
Squadron, Air Corps, U.S. Arny. For heroism 
displayed at Albrook Field, Canal Zone, Septem. 
ber 30, 1935. 
ing was completely enveloped in flames caused 
by a sudden gasoline blaze in the hangar of the 
44th Observation Scuadron, running from the 





scene of the fire, Corporal Gilmore rushed after 


him, succeeded in throwing him to the ground, 

and removing his clothing. B8y his courage and 

, coolness, Corporal Gilmore undoubtedly saved 

| the life of this soldier. 

Frederick D. Lynch, major, then Captain, Air 
Corps, U.S. Army. 

Joseph ¥. Murray, Staff Sergeant, lst Balloon 
Squadron, Air Corps, U.S. Army. 

For heroism displayed near Cogar, Oklahom, 

July 10, 1936. When a landing was being at- 








Hearing a noise diag-| tempted after a free balloon flight from Fort 


| Sill, Okla., the balloon exploded and burned, 

| causing Captain Lynch, a passenger, to be 
thrown from the basket. Seeing the other mem- 
bers of the flight trapped in the basket, Cap- 
‘tain Lynch, although suffering from slight 
burns, bruises and shock, disregarded the in- 

, tense heat and hydrogen gas, plunged into the 
wreckage, rescued the pilot, Staff Sgt. Murray, 
who, although suffering untold pain from his 
own injuries, displayed exceptional courage and 
heroism by aiding Captain Lynch to extinguish 
the flames from the clothing and parachute worn 
by enother passenger. 

Marion. Malcolm, 2nd Lieutenant, Air Reserve, 
U.S. Aray. For heroism displayed at Lake St. 
Clair, Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., on 
March 3, 1937. Upon learning that a child had 
fallen through the ice on the lake about 50 
yards from shere and was in grave danger of 
| drowning, Lieut. Maicolm, disregarding his*own 
personal safety, broke through the thin ice, 
swam to the child, and succeeded in bringing 
her sefely to shore. 

John Mekkers, Private, 88th Reconnaissance 

Squadron, Air Corps, U.S. Army. 
Kenneth L. Nay, Privete, 88th Reconnaissance 
Squadron, Air Corps, U.S. Army. 

For heroism displayed during a night recon- 
_'maissance flight from Hamilton Field, Calif., 
ito San Jose, Calif., September 21, 1936. When 
ithe pilot was unable to reiease and extend the 
|landing gear of the airplane he called for as- 
isistance. Private Mekkers inmediately left his 
_cockpit in the rear of the eirplane and sué- 
,ceeded in working his way over the fuselage to 
‘the pilot's cockpit, released the control valve 
and thus allowed the pilot to extend the land- 
‘ing gear, thereby saving the airplane from dam 
lage and possible injury to the three occupants. 
\When the pilot called for assistance, Private 
|Nay immediately left his cockpit in the nase of 
|the airplane and started back along the top of 
it to 
(render the necessary assistance. While attemt- 
|ing this difficult and dengerous feat, Private 
|Nay's foot came in contact with the left: pro- 
|}peller, severing the foot just back of the 
; toes. With great presence of mind Private Nay 
| returned to his cockpit, placed a tourniquet 
around his arkle, and notified the pilot of his 
injury. 











ee 


The Cheney Award 
Major Frederick D. Lynch and Staff Sergeant 
i'Joseph L. Murray, Air Corps, were designated as 


| 
| 





Observing a soldier, whose cloth-ithe recipients of the Cheney Award for the year 


|1936, for bravery in extricating from a burning 
| balloon two enlisted: men who were trapped in 
ithe balloon basket. This award, made annually 
for an outstanding act of valor of extreme for- 
V-7637, A.C. 














titude or self-sacrifice in a humanitarien in 
terest, performed in connection with aircraft, 


was + ay ae to them at Bolling Field, D.C., 
on 8th by General Malin C » Chief of 
Staff of the Army, and Acting Secretary of War, 
in an imressive ceremony in the presence of 
about 400 Bolling Field treaps. 


The Mackay Trop 
During the ceremonies on sey Sth eat Bolling 
Field, above :sentioned, the Mackay Trophy, pre- 


sented annually for the mst meritoricus flight 
of the year, was received by six cfficers 

three enlisted men, namely? Captain Ricnard =. 
Nugent, ist Lieuts. Joseph A. Miller, Edwin G. 
Simenson, 2nd Lieuts. Burton ¥. Arnstrong, 
William ?. Ragsdale, Air Corps; 2nd Lieut. 
Herbert ‘organ, Jr., Air Reserve; Technical 
Sgt. Gilbert W. Olson, Staff Sergeant Howard 
Miller and Corporal Frank Connor. These men, 
participating 
ment airplanes during the Second Army Maneuv- 
ers, and led by Captain Nugent, took off fran 
Langley Field, Va., for Allegan, Mich., sligh*t- 


ly over 600 miles distant, and mde a simulated 


attack on anti-airoraft installations. Enrotte, 
dense haze an’ solid overcest were encountered, 
followed by thunder storms and heavy fog. The 


lead ship flew by instriments for mre than 5C0 | 
miles. In one area of the dense fog, the pilots! 


of the wing ships, although in tight formation, 


were unable to see the navigation lights of the 


lead ship. They were then orderod to fly indi- 
viduelly on a prescribed course and to reas- 
semble in formetion at a designated point on 
the line of flight. Each pilot brought his 
airplane to the eppointed place, but the haze 
was so dense that even the landing lights of 
the airplanes were invisible beyond a few hund- 
red yards. The assembly was effected only af- 
ter circling for 15 mimuites in inminent danger 
of collision. Ceptain Nugent then led his 
flight toward the objective, and on his order 
the Bombers glided out of the clouds over the 
target, and after the attack was effected, the 
flight proceeded through heavy rainstorms to 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
The Farron Trophy 

The 90th Attack Squadron, @rd Attack Group, 
Barksdale Field, Le., was on March 13th award- 
ed the Harma Trophy. This Trophy was present- 
ed by a group of Shreveport business men, in 
honor of the first commending officer of Barks- 
dale Field, Colonel Millard F. Harmon, with the 
stipulation thet it be awarded anrually to the 
Organization at the field having the highest 
efficiency rating, taking into consideration 
he number of hours flown, average number of 
planes in commission per mmber of planes as- 
Signed, and the number of forced landings dur- 
ing the calendar year. : 





The Frank Luke ES . 
The Col an . iv 

In a very impressive ceremny at Barksdale 
Field, La., on November 2ist, before the as- 
sembled Third Attack and Twentieth Pursuit 
Groups, and some 15,000 spectators, Major Gen- 
eral Frank M. Andrews, Commanding the GHQ Air 
Boree, presented the Colombian T to the 
Third Atheck.Groun for having *he lowsst acci- 








na flight ef three B10 Bombard- 


ident rate per thousand flying hours during the 
|preceding year, and the Frank Luke Memorial 
\"rophy to the 77th Pursuit Squadron tor its ex- 
|cellent record in aerial gunnery practice for 
j the year. 

Courendation 

By direction of tue Secretary of War, a let- 
| ter was sent to the Chief of the Air Corps, un 
| der date of February 25th, commending the en- 

| tire Air Corps for the splendid showing made 
‘during the fiscel yoar 19235, when the rate of 
| accidents =o in the Air Corps reached 

| the low point of .859 per thousand flying 
{hours as compared with an average rate of 1.08 
'for the preceding five years and with a rate 
lof 5.06 during the Fiscal Year 1922. The Sec- 
retary of War stated that, in his opinion, such 
an improvement could have been accomplished 
only through the loyalty and diligence of the 
officers and enlisted men and civilian em 

| Dloyees of the Air Corps who, by painstaking 
effort, the display of excellent knowledge, 
and by intelligent cooperation with the civil- 
ian industry and other technical agencies of 
the government, have so advanced the science 

| of aeronautics. 








In a letter to Mejor General Frank M. Andrews 
| commanding the GHQ Air Force, the Chief of 
Staff of the Army, General Malin Craig, com 
menting on the flight of the 96th Bombardment 
Squadron to Panama and return, oxtended his 
conrratulations and stated that the flight de- 
monstratod that our Amy navigators are tho- 
roughly capable of navigating airplanes over 
extensive stretches of water. 

The Commanding Officer of the First Pursuit 
Group wrote a letter of appreciation and com 
mendation to two citizens of Youngstown, Ohio, 
Messrs. P.C. Boyer and R.F. Thomas who, follow- 
int the crash at the Bernard Airport at that 
city of 2nd Lieut. J.C. Ziler, Air Reserve, as 
a result of which the pilot was injured and 
the plane caught fire, promtly ran to the 
scene end extriceted the imperiled airman from 
his perilous predicament. Although neither of 
these men was burned, the rescue was made at 
considerable risk, as the airplane contained 
three fucl tanks, each catching fire separete- 
ly, and was also equipped with flares, which 
ignited during their rescue work. Their 
prompt action no doubt saved the life of the 
pilot. 

The 8th Attack Squadron, Barksdale Ficld, 
La., veceived high commendation from Coloxel 
Walter H. Frank, Commanding Officer of the 
Cold Weather Equipment Test Group, encamped at 
Selfridge Tield, Mich., and Oscoda, Mich., in 
February, 1937, for its outstanding showing in 
teenyer morale, airdrome discipline and 

ying discipline. 

In a letter to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
Dr. A.T. McCormick, of the State Department of 
Health of Kentucky, expressed the appreciation 
of himself and the people of that State of the 
services rendered +7 the Air Corps in flood 


relief operations. 
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LONG DISTANCE FLIGHTS 
Early in January, Colonel Follett Bradley, of. 
the Hqrs. GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va., 
piloted a 3-18 Bomberdment plane from Randolph 
Field, Texas, to his home station in 5 hours 
anc 40 minutes, establishing a record for elaps-+ 
ed time between these points. Colonel Bradley 
made an average speed of 244 miles per hour and 
at times a ground speed of 275 miles per hour 
was maintained. 


February llth saw the completion of the long- 
est over-water navigation fligat yet performed 
by a formation of land planes. The 96th Bom 
bardment Squadron, 2nd Bombardment Group, GhQ 
Air Force, equipped with B-10B airplanes, made 
a flight from Langley Field, Va., to Albrook 
Field, Panam Canal Zone. 

The Squadron took off from Langley Field on 


storm at Charlotte, N.C., proceeded to Spartan- 
burg, S.C., remained there overnight and pro- 
ceeded to ifiami, Fla., the following day. From 
Miami to Panam, high cloud formations forced 
the Squadron to fly above 4,000 feet, and at 
one time to go to 13,000 foet, flying over 
solid overcast. Homeward bound, the Langley 
airmen took off from Albrook Field on February 
9th. Bad weather forced them to remain at 
Miami on February 10th, anc they returned to 
their home station the following day. 

On February 18th, fourteen airplanes from 
Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, took off on 
a flight to Guatemala City, Guatemala, via 
David, Panama; Manague, Nicaragua, and San Jose. 
Costa Rica. Several days were spent enroute. 

Covering all of the three “ings of the GHQ 
Air Force in less than 18 hours’ elapsed tim, 
Major General Frank M. Andrews flew his Douglas 
Transport ''Flag Ship'' from Merch Field, River- 
side, Calif., to Langley Field, Va., in 14 
hours and 39 minutes actual flying time, land- 
ing at Langley Field at 2:34 a.m, February 
26th. The southern route was followed, and he 
reached Barksdale Field, the station of the 
Third Wing, at 5:00 p.m. 

Fifteen Martin Bombers of the 19th Bombard- 
ment Group, under the command of Lieut. Colonel 
Hubert R. Harmon, took off from March Field, 
Calif., on April 5th on an extended cross- 
country navigation flight. Stops were made at 
El Paso and Randolph Field, Texas, and New 
Orleans and Barksdale Field, La. During the 
five days of the cross-country flight, over 
3,000 miles were covered. 

Starting on April 5th, Air Corps personnel 
from France and Albrook Fields, Panama Canal 
Zone, flying in six B-10's, six P-12's and one 
C-27 Transport, and accompanied by Brigadier 
General George H. Brett in another B-10 plane, 
made a flight to Guatemala City, Guaterala, via 
David, Panama; San Jose, Costa Rica; Managua, 
Nicaragua, and Sen Salvador, Salvador. The re- 
turn flight to the Panam Canal Zone was made 
on April 9th, thus ending a 2,000-mile trip 
through five Central American countries. 


i 
‘ 
j 
| 
| 
| 
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On a night formation non-stop flight during 
March, from Mitchel Field, New York, Flight A 
of the 99th Bombardment Squadron, commanded by 


1st Lieut. Joseph Baylor, covered approximately 
/ 1200 miles in 9 hours, the course followed tak- 


ing the flight over Pittsburgh, Pa.; Columbus, 


' Ohio; Buffalo, N.Y.; Clifton Forge, Va.; Wash- 


ington, D.C., and Philadelphia, Pa. Upon land- 


| ing, the airplanes of the flight still carried 


ea sufficient supply of gasoline for an addition- 


| al 350 miles of flying. 


On May Sth, Major Barney M. Giles, pilot,with 


‘1st Lieut. P.G. Miller, copilot, and crew, flew 


from March Field, Calif., to Langley Field,Va., 


_ non-stop, in 1? hours and 50 minutes. During 
the mejor portion of the flight, the B-17,which 


performed very satisfactorily throughout, was 


flown at an altitude of 14,000 feet. 
February 4th, but encountering a terrific snow 


On May 27th, cne of the new B-17 Bombardment 


| planes of the 2nd Bombardment Group, piloted by 
| Major Caleb V. Haynes on a navigation flight, 


covered the distance from Kelly Field, Texas, 


| to Langley Field, Va., in nine hours. 


In a routine introductory cruise on May 16th 
in four B-17 Bombardment planes, led by Lieut. 
Colonel Robert Clds, Commanding Officer of the 
2nd Bombardment Group, 15 States situated in 


‘the industrial heart of the nation were covered 
'in 11 hours. 


Air Corps officers and enlisted men from 
| Albrock Field, Panam Canal Zone, under the com 
‘mand of Lieut. Colonel Benjamin G. Weir, made 
'an extended flight to Randolph Field, Texas. 
| Leaving Albrook Field on Jume 18th, and proceed- 
| ing via Managua, Nicaragua; Guatemala City, 
Guatemela; Vera Cruz, Mexico, and Brownsville, 
_Texas, Randolph Field was reached in the after- 
,noon of June 20th. Overnight stops were made 
'at Guatemala City and Brownsville. 

Under the command of Captain F.B. Valentine, 
' three B-10B Bombardment planes flew from Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., to San Juan, Porto Rico, and returr 
Leaving Mitchel Field on June 24th, and flying 
‘mainly over the Atlantic Ocean, Miami, Fla. ,was 
| reached in 74 hours, the distance being 1,000 
|nautical miles. After an over-night stay at 
|Miami, the flight departed the next day for San 
| Juan, and covered the distance of 956 nautical 
jmiles in 8 hours against moderate head winds. 
; On June 27th, the flight departed from San Juan 
'on the return journey along the coursg¢ previous- 
| ly followed, Miami being reached in 6% hours, 
and Mitchel Field the following day in 75 hours. 
|The flying time between Mitchel Field to Porto 
| Rico and return, involving a distayce of ap- 
| proximately 4395 miles, totaled 29¢ hours. 
ae 
On June 26th, four 3-17 Bombardment planes of 
' the 2nd Bombardment Gr ,» Langley Field, under 
i the command of Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, made 
ia mess flight to Miami, Fla. The return flight 
to Langley Field was made in five hours. 


‘ 
! 
' 


On the morning of September 10th, 21 A-17A 
Northrop Attack planes of the 17th Attack Group, 
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March Field, Calif., composed of Hqrs. Squadron 
of 3 planes, and three tactical squadrons of 6 
planes each, carrying 42 officers and enlisted 
- men end led by Lieut. Colonel John G. Colgan, 
took off cn an extended unit navigation flight. 
Stops were made at Albuquerque, N.iM.; Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans.; Selfridge Field, Mich.; 
Patterson Field, Ohio; Maxwell Field, Ala.; 
Barksdele Field, La.; El Paso, Texas, and re- 
turn to March Field at noon on September 18th. 
The entire flight was so arranged as to provide 
training in the various types of problems re- 
quired of Attack Aviation. Rendezvous problems 
as well as attack and navigation missions were 
flown. Another purpose of the flicht was to 
familiarize personnel of the GHQ Air Force on 
the West Coast with the facilities and opera- 
tion of cther air bases throughout the country. 
Aside from several minor replacement of parts, 
no difficulties were encountered during the 
course of this flight. 

The 20th Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field, La., 
led by Major Armin F. Herold, and ‘tgs ager 27 
single~seater Boeing fighters, took off at 6:30 
aem, Septeuber 12th on a routine training 
flicht to Buffalo, N.Y., which was reacued at 
6:40 p.m, refueling stops being made at 
Memphis, Tenn., and Cincinnati, Ohio. At 
Buffalo, where the Group wes the guest of the 
Curtiss-Wright Co., the Air Corps pilots renmmin- 
ed overnight, departing the following day at 
2:55 p.m, and arriving at Selfridge Field, 
Mich., an hour and 35 minutes later. Taking 
off from Selfridge Field on the homeward tri 
at 8:55 a.m, September 14th, the Gro Perks 


| designer and manufacturer, on the occasion of 
|the anniversary of the first flight of the 
\Wright Brothers on December 17th, flew a 
| Seversky Pursuit plane from Havana, Cuba, to 
|Bolling Field, D.&. , in an elapsed time of 4 
hours, 50 minutes and 59 seconds, and covering 
a distance of over 1400 miles. 
FLIGHTS - ERRANDS OF MERCY 
Under a¢verse weather conditions, Captain 

Harrison G. Crocker, with lst Lieut. Carl R. 
Storrie as copilot, made an emergency flight on 
January lst from Maxwell Field, Ala, to 
'Bolling Field, D.C., to bring to the Walter 
|Reed General Hospital for treatment, Major 
'Thomas L. Gore, Medical Corps, who wes injured 
|in an automobile accident. The new Douglas 
|C~33 Transport, in which the flight was made, 
icovered the distance of 750 miles in four hours 
| Once again Army Air Corps personnel in Paname 
iwere called upon to perform an errand of mercy. 
|A Government nurse in David, Panama, was in des- 

perate need of an igmediate operation. On Jan- 
| uery 19th, within 55 hours after the Commanding 
‘Officer of Albrook Field was called upon for 
laid, the sick woman was in a hospital in Panama 
|ready to undergo the operation. Two Keystone 
|B-6 Bombers were flown to David, one of them bde- 
jing used as a hospitel ship on the return jour- 
‘ney, with a flight surgeon as one of the pass- 
| engers. 





| FLIGHTS - MISCELLANEOUS 
| Students of the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
|\Field, Texas, participating in the pre~gradua- 


Barksdale Field shortly before midnight, refuel-!tion maintenance flight, taking an entirely new 


ing stops being made at Wright and Scott Fields 
and Memphis, Tenn. 

During the course of a navigation flight from 
Langley Field, YVa., on October 23th in a 8-17 
plane, Captain Hilbert W. Wittkop reached Barks- 
dale Field, La., in 6 hours, hovered over that 
field for an hour, conducting bomb dropping 
practice, and then departed for Maxwell Field, 
Ala., landing thereat two hours and 45 minutes 
later. Departing from Maxwell Field the follow- 
ing day at 3:25 a.m, Captain Wittkop reached 
Langley Field in 3 hours and 50 minutes, and 
was forced to throttle back after leaving Spar- 
tanburg, S.C., so as not to reach Langley Field 
before daylight. 

= Bombardment planes of the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group were flown non-stop from Langley 
Field to March Field, eniuhine 14-15, in 15 
hours. The return flight was made via Randolph 
Field, Texas, in a total elapsed time of 13 
hours and 15 miznutes. 

Accompanied by a regular combat crew, Captain 
Carl B. McDaniel, of the 96th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, accomplished a night flight from Langley 
Field to Barksdale Field and return on November 
30th. No landing was made at Barksdale Field, 
and the total time of the flight was 12 hours 
and 10 minutes. 


Major Alexander P. deSeversky, noted aircreft 


lroute and visiting universities in Georgia, 
Alabama and Louisiana, took off on February 3rd 
and returned to Kelly Field on February 11th. 

| Karly in the year, complying with the request 
\of the Chief Health Officer of the Panama 
|Department, a 3-6 Keystone Bomber from Albrook 
i\Field, Panema, was utilized in dusting from a 
suitable apparatus installed in the plane a 
jmixture of paris green and pulverized clay over 
inaccessible parts of Victoria Fill, which was 
found to be a breeding place for mosquitoes in 
faim uentities. The dusting brought very 
leffective results. 

Twenty-two students of the Pursuit Section of 
ithe Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, 
, took off on.April 1st on an individual naviga- 
ition flight to Mission and Fort Ringgold, Tex. 
|There was one forced landing due to engine 

| trouble. 

ae 

| During the first week in April, the 7tn Bom 
bardment gue 5 Hamilton Field, Calif., parti- 
cipated in quite a number of flights. On April 
6th, Army Day, the Air Base was thrown open to 
the public in an 'Open House'' celebration and 
featuring exhibitions of formation flying, 
aerial gunnery and bombing missions. On the 
ground were exhibits of the great number of ac- 
tivities so necessary in maintaining a fighting 
unit. 
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Afforded an opportunity by the National Broad; May. The primary purpose of the exercise was 
casting Co. to join its 'Megic Key'' pregram in | to test the full strength organization of the 

reparation for Army Dey, a short pregran was | various units af the GHQ Air Force as set up in 

roadcast from one of the P=17 "Flying Fortress the tentetive test tables of organization. 
es'' of the 2nd Bomberdment Group, Langley Field,) In rough figures, the men and airplanes en- 
while it was flying over Washington, D.C., on | gaged in this menetver totaled 425 officers and 
Sunday, April 6th. The broadcast was coordinat- flying cadets, 3,400 enlisted men and 260 air- 
ed from the N.3.C. studios in New York City, | planes. The period from May lst to 9th was de- 
with Mr. John B. Kennedy, well known '.8.C. com+ voted to the concentration. The combat air- 
mentator, aboard the plane. In addition to the | planes, manned by their crews, converged on 
broadcast of an interview between General Brant, their operating airdromes with great rapidity, 
Commander of the Second Wing, GEQ Air Force,and | most of them arriving at their destination 
Mr. Kennedy, a realistic demonstration was within 48 hours after departing from their home 
given of the memer in which the combat crew on; stations. These units mde daily flights dur- 








a ‘Flying Fortress" goes into action. 

On May 17th, 74 airplanes from the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Ficld, Texas, took cff on 
the customary navigation training flight. The 
flight was commanded by Major R.D. Knapp, Di- 
rector of Flying Treining et this School. The 
purpose of the flight was to give +he students 
their final navigetion training flight, using 
all the navigational aids possible; to acquaint 
them with operations and the use of the Federal 
Airweys; to further their instruction in min- 
tenance of airplanes on field meneuvers, and te 
create interest among students ef the various 
colleges visited as to the educational facili- 
ties offered at the Air Corps Training Center. 
Universities in the States of Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Missouri and Arkansas were visited by the ad- 
vanced flying students. 

The Army's new substratosphere plane, the 
Lockheed XC-35, meade its initial performance 
flights at Wright Field, Ohio, on August Sth. 

In October, Major Caleb V. Haynes and Curtis 
F. LeMay, accompanied by an official of the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, 
flew from Wright Field, Ohio, to Langley Field 
in a B-17 Bombardment plane in the remarkable 
time of one hour and 45 minutes. 

Officers stationed at Wright Yield accomplish- 
ed an exceedingly fast flicht in the Air Corps 
substratosphere plane «n November 2nd. Taking 
off from Chicago, they rassed over Chanute 
Field, Ill., at an altitude of 19,000 feet, and 
from there to Wright Field, when the timing of 
the flight was sterted, an altitude of between 
19,000 and 21,000 feet was maintained, the dis- 
tance of 220 miles being covered in 38 minutes, 
thus averaging a speed ef close to 350 miles 
per hour. Due to the supercharged cabin feature 
of the airplane, no oxygen equipment or heavy 
clothing were necessary. 

The largest Bombardment airplane thus far 
built for the Air Corps, the X3-15, left 
Seattle, Wash., December 2nd, for Dayton, Ohio, 
where it was due to undergo final tests. 


MANEUVERS AND EXERCISES 
GHQ Air Force 
The GHQ Air Force, with the 63rd Coast Artil-~ 
lery (anti-aircraft) attached, concentrated in 
the Hamilton Field - Merch Field areas and con- 
ducted operations therein during the month of 


ing the remainder of the concentration period 
in order to femiliarize themselves with the 

| terrein over which they would be operating dur- 
ing the ensuing few wecks. 

A Provisional Air Transport Squadron of 13 
transport planes comprised the air transport 
| gomponent for the ground echelon. All men and 
supplies not transported by air or rail were 
moved to their maneuver stations by motor con- 
voy. 

Tactical operations began on May 10th and 
ended on May 2lst. The defending force, the 
| lst Wing, was based at Muroc Dry Lake, Calif., 
_while the various units of the attacking force, 
| the Second Wing, were based at seven different 
airdromes. Muroc Dry Lake and vicinity was 
assumed to be the city of Los Angeles, with 
its airplane fectories, docks, harbors and 
ether facilities. This site was selected as 
the defended area because it offered the oppor- 
tunity to conduct actual bombing and chemical} 
operetions. 

Targets representing the facilities and in- 
stallations of this metropolis were outlined 
with lime on the sands of the Lake, and it was 
at these objectives that the opposing Bombard- 
ment directed the force of its attacks. Addi- 
tional bombardrent targets were erected on 
Great Salt Lake, where a few of the bombardment 
, attacks were directed. 
| The deconcentration period began on May 22nd 
|and ended May 230th, ard might be termed the 

"concentration in reverse.'' Units were noved 
'to their home stations by the seme means of 

| transportation as were employed to concentrate 
; them. 


te 





First Wing, GiQ Air Force 
| Under the generai supervision of Brigadier 
'General Delos C. Eamons, Commanding the lst 
Wing, GHQ Air Force, March Field, Calif., the 
19th Bombardment Group conducted one of the 
|most successful minor joint exercises held be- 
|tween the Army and the Navy for many a year. 
'The general purposes of the problem were to 
,prectice and determine the bombing accuracy 
‘at high altitudes against a fast moving towed 
| target. The special purposes were to test 
i'enc determine the present communications set-up 
'anc the relative merits of individual versus 
| formation bombing, as well as the various 
' bombing patterns best suited to such targets. 
|The Commanding General was especially pleased 
| with the splendid cooperation between the of- 
| ficers of both services. 
| Second Wing, GHQ Air Force 

The functioning of the trim and speedy new 
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airplanes with which the GHQ Air Force is 
equipped was tested under winter conditions in 
the Sclfridge Field, Mich., area from February 
lst to 24th. Over 100 officers and 300 enlist- 
ed men participated in this project. 

The Squadrons of the 8th Pursuit Group, 
et ield, Va, moved into the field at 
Virginia Beach, Va., April 12th, for a period 
of two weeks to participate in the field exer- 
cises of the Second Wing, GEQ Air Force. 

For two weeks, beginning April 12th, the 2nd 
Bombardment Group, Lengley Field, Va., under 
the conmand of Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, was 
engaged in maneuvers at Rocky Mount, N.C. 

The 18th Reconnaissance Squadron, Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., was attached to the 9th Bombard- 
ment Group from that station during the Second 
Wing concentration at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Md., where it served as "feyes'' for the Group. 


Paname. Canal Departrer 
For two weeks beginning Mor » Pursuit 


personnel from Albrook Fiel¢c, basing et Rio 
Hato, and Boinbardment personnel from Frence 
Field, basing at Aguadulce, engaged in cerial | 
gunnery and performed various types of missions,| 
the Pursuit simulating Attack anc in most cases 
supporting the Bombardment in their missions, 
except that on patrol missions the Pursuit 
sought out the supposedly friendly Observation 
planes and attacked them. 

Hawaiicn Department 

During the latter ;art of January, the 50th 
Observation Squadron from Lrke Field, and the 
19th Pursuit Squadron from Wheeler Field co- 
operated in a series of exercises to determine 
the ability of Pursuit to operate against the 
concentrated fire power of a formation of air- 
craft of modern type. 

In the period from April 12th to 25th, the 
Sth Compesite Group, Luke Field, participated 
in the annual Hawaiian Department maneuvers in | 
cooperation with the U.S. Navy. 

Philippine Department 

Air Corps organizations stationed in the 
Philippines participated in field exercises for 
@ period of two weeks during the latter part of 
Jamary, and which proved very successful. The 
Srd Pursuit Squadron, of Clark Field, together 
with the 4th osite Group Headquarters of 
Nichols Field, were based at the Del Carmen 
Sugar Field, while the 2nd Observation and 28th 
Bombardment Squadrons were encamped at Sugar 
Centrales on the Island of Luzon. 


TRAINING 
lst Wing, GHQ Air Force 


On four consecutive Saturdays during the 
months of February and March, the 7th Bombard- 
ment Group at Hamilton Field, Calif., conducted 
very interesting and instructive tactical opera-+ 
tions in order to test the efficiency cf the | 
Group as a whole. These operations included 
formation flying, navigation problems, bombing 
and attack missions, and bombing missions at a 

















high altitude. 


The 17th Attack G departed from its home 
station, March Field, Calif., on October 27th, 
for its annual fall meneuvers for a ten-day pe- 
riod. The Group operated with its full 
strength of 51 officers and 254 enlisted men, 
the equipment consisting of 32 Attack airplanes. 

The 19th Bombardment Group, March Field, 
Calif., completed on Decemter 21st the second 
phase of intensive training, devoted primarily 
to the airplane commander and his crew, by con- 
ducting bombing practice over the Mojave Desert. 
Bombs of various sizes, ranging from 600 to 
2,000 pounds, were employed in this practice. 

Second Wing, GEQ Air Force 

The 17th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 
Mich., spent the poricd from March 15th to 23rd, 
inclusive, in aerial gunnery prectice at Camp 
Skeel, Oscoda, Mich. 





During the period between June 24th and July 
8th, the 33rd, 35th and 36th Pursuit Squadrons 
and the 37th Attack Squadron, 8th Pursuit Grow, 
of Langley Field, Va., including 45 officers 
and 332 enlisted men, with equipment comprising 
one B-10B Borbardment, 37 PB-2A Pursuit and 6 
4-17 Attack airplanes, were e ed at the 
Virginia National Guard Airport, Virginia Beach, 
Va., in order to conduct aerial gunnery and 
combat exercises. 

The lst Bombardment Squadron, commanded by 
Major Claude Ihmcean, the 3lst Bombardment 
Squadron from Hamilton Field, Calif., commanded 
by Major James Taylor, departed for their home 
stations on July l2th, after a week of inten 
sive training on stationary and moving targets 
at Langley Field, Va. The officers of the 3lst 
Squadron were ferried to Langley Field by 
transport, and were furnished enlisted crews 
and airplanes by the 2nd Bombarcment Group. 

From July lst to 24th, the 94th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, Selfridge Field, Mich., was engaged in 
aerial gunnery prectice at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, 
Mich., dvring the course of which a new method 
of firing - mass firing on ground targets of 
three, six and twelve eircraft, all firing 
simultaneously = was conducted. 

The 8th Pursuit Group, of Langley Field, ‘was 
engaged in meneuvers at Virginia Beach, Ya.. 
from July 26th to August 6th, during which 
ground and aerial gunnery was conducted. This 
completed the third such encampment of the 
Group during the year at the Virginia National 
Guard Airport. 

On Ausust lst and 2nd, the 37th Attack Squad~ 
ron, Langley Field, Va., worked cooperative mis- 
sions with the Chemical Warfare School at Hdge- 
wood Arsenal, Md., involving the laying of 
smoke screens. 

The 97th Observation Squadron (Corps and Amy) 
left Mitchel Field, N.Y., on February 17th for 
a three-day trip to Florida and Alabam, for 
the purpose of training in unit and individual 
navigation, familiarization with terrain and 


-9- V-7637, A.C. 








airports and maintenance of airplanes away from | 
the home field. Personnel participating were | 
4 officers, 3 flying cadets and 7 enlisted men, | 
utilizing 7 0-46 Observation planes. The 
total distance covered was 2118 miles, with a 
flying time of 14 hours and 40 minutes. 

The 20th Bombardment Squadron, 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group, completed a week of field training, 
September 13-18, at Virginia Beach, Va. 

The 49th Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, 
returned to its home station on September 18th, 
after comleting a very successful week in the 
field at Virginia Beach. 


During the first two weeks in October, the 
2nd Bombardment Group, Langley Field, wes en- 
gaged in a comprehensive and accurate test of 
the range and efficiency of the B-17 Bombard- 
ment plane uncer different load and speed re- 
quirements, with most gratifying results. 

The 37th Attack Squadron, Langley Field, on 
November 5th, conducted an experimental instru- 
ment training flight, when the pilots of three 
airplanes, flying under the hood, at two, four 
and six thousand feet altitude, respectively, 
were directed to hiddletown, Pa., by radio con- 
trol from a fourth airplane which performed the 
navigating and directing. The experiment prov- 
ed very successful. 

The 2lst Reconnaissance Squadron, Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., was one of the participating units 
in the Army and Navy joint minor exercises held ! 
off the waters of Chesapeake Bey during the 
week beginning November lst. ae 


The 37th Attack Souadron, Langley Field, Va., 
flew a cooperative mission with the Chemical 
Warfare School at Edgewood Arsenal, Md., on 
November 18th. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Third Wing, GHO Air Force | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





The 20th Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field, La., 
comprising the 55th, 77th and 79th Pu:suit 
Squadrons, conducted high altitude aerial gun- 
nery practice at Fort Crockett, Texas, between 
March 24th and April 20th, each organization 
being encamped at that post for the period of 
one week. 

The 55th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale Field, 
La., participated in maneuvers in the Waco-San 
Antonio-Houston area, in Texas, and after two 
weeks of vigorous field exercises returned to 
the home base on October 29th. 

The 77th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale- Field, 
La., played an active part in the Third Wing 
Maneuvers, October 16-29, during which time it 
was based at Fort Crockett, Texas. 

Nineteen Attack planes from the Third Wing, 
GHQ Air Force, Barksdale Field, La., under the 
commend of Major P.L. Williams, arrived at 
Kelly Field, Texas, on November 7th, and took 
off the next day for Camp Bullis, where the air- 
men carried out a training mission in connec- | 
tion with the test division in the field in 
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that locality. On the afternoon of November 


| 8th, another flight of 19 Attack planes from 


Barksdale Field, under the command of Major A.G 


| Strickland, arrived at Camp Bullis to carry out 
| @ similar mission. 


Havaiien Department 
During the month of January, the units of the 





| Sth Composite Group, Luke Field, achieved sub- 
| stantial progress towards the completion of 


their annual training program. Emphasis was 
placed on navigation and aerial photography in 
the Observation (Reconnaissance) Squadrons, 
while each of the Bombardment squadrons complet- 
ed one of their periodical tours of the Islands. 

During the period from July 6th to 19th, the 
23rd Bombardment Squadron, Luke Field, was en- 
gaged in aerial gumery, ground machine gunnery 
ani fired the pistol course. 

The 50th Observation Souadron, Luke Field, 
with 7 airplanes cf various types, took off on 
July 12th for a brief period of tactical train- 
ing at Morse Field, Island of Hawaii. 

From July 26th to August 7th, the 72nd Bom 
barcment Squadron, Luke Field, was engaged in 
aerial cunnery practice at Bellows Field. 

In the period from September 2nd to 15th, the 
th Observation Squadron, Luke Field, was en- 
gaged in annual training at the Waimanalo Mili- 
tazy Reservation, during which it completed its 

grounc small arms and machine gun firing. 

The 4th Observation Squadron, Luke Field, re- 
turned to its home station on November 12th, 


| after spending a week of field training at 


South Cape, Island of Hawaii. A total of 6 


| Air Corps officers, one Medical officer and 30 
| enlisted men participated. 


The 72nd Bombardment Squadron, Luke Field, 
sent four Keystone Bombardment planes to Hilo, 
Island of Haveii, on December 10th, the purpose 
of the flight being routine navigation training 
and to acquaint new officers of the Squadron 
with outlying fields. 


as 


During the month of November, the 4th Obser- 


| vation Squadron, Luke Field, completed its mst 


extensive training period of the year. Over 200 
hours were flown by eleven pilots. 

The 72nd Bombardment Squadron, Luke Field, 
was selected as the highest rating squadron in 
the 5th Composite Group for the training year 
1937, and was awarded the Hawaiian Department 
streamer to be carried on its guidon. 

Air Corps Training Center 

Statistics released by the Air Corps Training 
Center disclosed that from the period October 
1, 1931, to Merch, 1937, inclusive, a total of 
117,319 hours of flying instruction was given, 
during which time there was but one accident - 
a collision in the air of two planes, causing 
the death of three men. Other than that, no 
accidents causing even serious injury during 
student instruction have occurred. This shows 
V-7637, A.C. 

















an average of: 39,1065 hours per fatality on the 
primary stage as against 12,000 hours per fa-~ 
telity in the service at large. 

The Bombardment Section‘of the Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, was eliminated 
in order to adjust training methods to the 
changes in military tactical flying which have 
arisen as a result of the development of the 
new Borbardment planes. 

In April, 22 students of the Observetion Sec- 
tion of the Advanced Flying School began their 
course in the observation of artillery fire at 

Stanley, Texas. The ground course was 
conducted by Captain R.E. Jall, instructor, 
and lasted for 24 recitation hours. This was 
followed by simulated artillery fire on the 
Kelly Field miniature range. In this phase of 
the training each student had a minimm of ten 
problems to familiarize him with the procedure 
of artillery adjustment. Two-way redio comm- 
nication was used. 

Air Corps Tactical School 

The 1936-1537 Class at the Air Corps Tactical 
School, Maxwell Field, Ala., completed one week 
of maneuvers on Mey end at the Bombing and Gur- 
nery Base at Valparaiso, Fla. 





Students of the Air Corps Tactical School vis- 


ited the Infantry School et Fort Benning, Ga., 
on October 19th, and witnessed tectical demon- 
strations by the Infantry troops stationed 
thereat. On November 16th they made another 
visit to the Infantry Scheol to witness a de- 
monstration of what may be expected in artil- 
lery fire from the division artillery. Prior 
to these vigits, the new refresher class at the 
Invantry School, Fort Bennang, Ge., paid a vis- 
it to Maxwell Field on November 5ih, and were 
co.ducted on a tour of inspection through the 
Ai> Corps Tactical School. They witnessed a 
tiying schedule of the students of the Tactical 
School and wore given several illustrated 
lectures. 

Students of the Air Corps Tactical School 
paid their annuel fall visit to the Valparaiso 
Bombing and Gunnery Base to conduct two days of 
machine gim firing. For this purnose the 
Echool was divided inte two sections, the first 
section conductin: their firing the weck end of 
Ccv.ober 14th, and the second section the week 
end of October 2ist. 


Air Corps Reserve 
From July 18tk to aie, the 316th Observation 
Squadron (Reserve) was stationed at Moffett 


Fi-ld, Calif., and utilizing their own pianes, 
B2-2's and PT+3's, participated in an intensive 
pregream of flying, featuring radio missions and 
gunnery on ground tergets. 

Juiy Sl, 1937, marked the closing of one of 
the most successful and instructive 14-day ac- 
tive duty cams for Air Keserve officers at 
Schoen Field, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind. The 
Reserve officers participated in formatidn, in- 
strument ani night flying in the mrnings, and 
devoted the afternoons to class room work and 
lectures. ‘ 

“rom August lst to 6th, the 367th Observation 
Squadron (Reserve) porfonned a full schedule of 
tactical flying at Moffett Field, Calif., and 
then departed in order to ng rpg in the 
4th Army Maneuvers, at Fort Lewis, Wash. These 
tencuvers constituted the largest mobilization 
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-in the Pacific Northwest since World War days. 


The 91st Observation Squadron, Air Corps, at 
Fort Lewis, was one of the participating units. 

During the month of August, the 96th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., conducted a 
14-day training camp for Air Reserve officers. 

West Point Cadets 

At Mitchel Meld, VY, during the period 
from June 12th to July Srd, cadets of the 
senior class of the U.S. Military Academy re- 
ceived a practical test of the way the United 

tates employs its eir forces. The cadets 
manifested a keen interest in military avia- 
tion. The mornings were devoted to the vari- 
ous phases of flying, and the afternoons to 
lectures and interesting excursions to the va- 
rious activities about the post. Each cadet 
received approyimateiy seven hours of flying. 
The class was divided into three sections, each 
section being stationed at Mitchel Field for 
the period of a week. 

On August ZOth, the 1938 class cf the U.S. 
Military Academy paid their annual fall visit 
to the 2nd Bombardment Group at Langley Field. 
The Group Commander gave the cadets a short 
talk on the performences, mission and the fu- 
ture of four~engine airplanes in the defense 
of the ration. The cedets displayed keen in- 
terest in the B-17 'Wying Fortresses,'' in- 
snecting them thoroughly and witnessing the 
loading thereon of various sized bombs. Later 
they were afforded a precise demonstration of 
bombing on a typical target located on Plum 
Tree Island. 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND REVIEWS 

Planes and personnsi from Albrook and France 
Fields, Panama Canal Zone, on January 23rd, 

assed in review to honor Major General H.W. 

utner, Panama Canal Department Commander, who 
was sailing for the United States. 

As aerial review was flown at Barksdale Field 
La., on Merch 13th, in honor of Brigadier Gen. 
Gerald C. Brant, commnding the 3rd Wing, on 
the occasion of his departure for Langley Field 
to assume command of the 2nd Wing, GHQ Air 
Force. 

The 90th Attack Sguadron, Barksdale Field, 
La. , dispatched six A-17 Attack planes to Fort 
Benning, Ca., on April lst to participate ina 
chemical warfare demonstration at the Infantry 
School for the instruction of its regular class 
of students. 

Vice President John N. Garner and Mrs. Garner, 
along with 32 senators and 74 representatives 
and their wives, and other government officials 
were in a visiting delegation at Langley Field, 
Va., on April 24th. A series of maneuvers was 
staged for the visitors and participated in by 
the 27th Fursuit Squadron of Selfridge Field, 
the 9th Bombardment Group from Mitchel Field, 
and the 8th Pursuit and 2nd Bombardment Groups 
of Langley Field. Machine gun firing with 
tracer bullets at ground targets by the Pursuit 
persomel, bomb dropping by the Bombardment 
personnel, and the are of a smoke screen by 
the 37th Atteck Squadron, Langley Field, 
featured the serial demonstration. 

Six planes from Albrook and France Fields, 
Panama Canal Zone, flew in a review on April 
20th in honor cf Major Generel David L. Stone, 
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the new commander of the Panama Canal Depart- 
ment. 

Reserve officers attending the National Con- 
vention of the Reserve Officers Association at 
San Antonio, Texas, were given a demonstration 
of night flying at Keliy Field on the night of 
May 23rd. 

Students of the Arny War Cellege visited the 
Second Sombardment Group, GAQ Air Force,Langley 
Field, Va., - June 15th, and after witressing 
the installat ation of various sizes of bombs in 
the =-17 Borbardment planes, were spectators at 
@ demonstration of bombing by this Group and a 
machine cumery demonstration by the squadrons 
of the 8th Pursuit Gro. 

On June 15th, the Sth Pursuit Grown, Langley 
Field, in its demonstration of mechine pusney 
before students of the Army War Collegs, 1 
tracer ammimmition to enable the visiters actu- 
ally to see the curtain of fire laid down con 
the targets. 

During the National Air Reces 
Ohio, the first week in Septenber, the Army Air | 
Corps participated to the extent of staging 
formation flights of B-17 Bombercment pd? anes; 
maneuvers by e cquadron of rB-ca's from Lanzley 
Field, led by Captein Ned Schvamm, and criginal 
and entertaininz acrobatics by three pilois 
from Mexwell Field, Ala., termed the 'Sy 
Larks,'' who proved worthy successors to the 
"Three Men on a Flying Treveze." 

On August 20th, the troops — the 
Department paraded in honor of 5 ir. Henry 
Morganthau, Secretary of the Treasury. 
spite of the extrenely rough air, en impressive 
showing was mpde by the Air Coros units, which 
turned out every available man for the ceremony.' 

Honoring Major General Eugh A. Drum, outgoing 
Commanding General of the “awaiian Department, 
Air Corps troops in that Department, in August, 
1937, participated in the greatest review held 
since the orid War, both ground and aerial. 
The aerial review was participated in by two 

-33 Transvorts as the Wing Headquarters Flight, 
Martin Bombers from Luke Field and Pursuit and 
Atteck planes from Wheeler Field. 

The highlight of the National American Legion | 
Convention, held in New York City, saw the GEQ 
Air Force in an aerial denonstration ¢ on Septem | 
ber 2ist, involving the Second andi Third Wings 
of Langicy Field and Barksdale Field, respect- 
ively. Composing the Second Ying were the 2nd 
Bombardment Grovn of 4 B-17 Bombers; the Sth 
Pursuit Group, consisting of 18 PB-2 Pursuit 
Bombers; the lst Pursuit Group from Selfridge 
Field, Mich., composed of 15 P-26 Pursuit 
planes, and the Sth Bombardment Group from 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., equipoed with B-10 Bombers. 
The Third “ing was represented by the 13th and | 
90th Attack Squadrons of the 3rd Attack Group, | 
each equipped with 18 A-17 Attack planes. Fly- | 
ing demonstraticns were staged over the monster) 
American Legion parade, one shortly before noon,| 
enother in the late efternoon, and a forty- 
minute flight at night at 10:35 p.m. 

On the occasion of the visit of the President 
of the United States at Fort Lewis, Wash., on 
October lst, all ground troops of this post 
were turned out on the main highway, and a re- 
view formation was flown by the 91st Observa- 
tion Squadron. 
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A flicsht cf B-l2 Bombardment planes of the 
5th Composite Group, Luke Field, T.4., grected 
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| Major General 0. Westover on the eccasion of 


4 


his arrival on October 7th in the Hawaiian De- 


| partment to inspect Air Corps activities. 


= 


Six Douglas 3-18 Bombardment planes from 
Field, Calif., passed in an aerial re~ 
view before lajor General Westover, Chief of 
= Air Corps, on the morning of October 18th, 
on his errival in San Francisco Bay following 
- “inspection cof Air Corps activities in Hawaii. 
In conmemoration cf the first flight of the 
Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk, N.C., December 
17, 1902, all Army Air Corps stations were di- 


ave, 


| rected to place all available airplanes in the 


eir on December 17th at the hour the first 
flight was made, weathor permitting. 
FLOOD RELIEF OPERATIONS 

Personnel and planes of the GHQ Air Force 
ployed an import: ant role in the rescue and re- 
lief of distressed persons in the flooded Ohio 
River Valley in January. Aerial photographers 
mapped the entire Ohio River Vailey in the 
flood aren from Pertsnouth to its mouth at 
Cairo, Ill., including tributaries. Photo- 
grapns were taken of levees and other parts of 
the flocd ee for the use of Army Engineers. 

From January 27th to February 6th, Captain 
Fh. baisley, accompanied by Master Sergeant 
Andrew =. Matos, piloted a Fairchild C-8 photo- 
graphic airplane over the flooded Ohio River 
pero A district, coverine over 3900 square 
in 13 separate flights, totaling 41 hours, 
Ms) waved g'' vertical and oblique views of the 
flood crest in order to determine the arca cov- 
ered by the flood and the high weter marks from 
Beaver, Pa., to Cairo, Ill. 

Captain Paul T. Cullen, flying a similar 
plane, with a crew from litchel Field, was on 


NA 


| the same mission, and the Army airmen worked 


elmost unceasingly to accomplish their mission. 
Flying et from 8,000 to 10,000 feet altitude, 
views were taken with excellent results, de- 
snow and overcast skies. 

Airplanes cf the 35th Division, Middouri i 
tional Guard, for a period of ten days fro 


January 23rd, were flown in flood relief opera- 


tions in the Ohio River Valley. About 110 
hours were flown in patrolling the levees, in 
hotographic work. 
Army airmen from Brooks Field, Texas, flying 
a Transport, an Observation and a Photographic 


| plane, participated in relief work in the flood- 
| ed Ohio River Valley. 


One plane was sent to 
Louisville, Ky., with seruwn for the flood suf- 
The photographic plane was engaged in 
work in the vicinity of Vicksburg, Miss. Over 


| 120 hours were flown by the Srooks Field planes 


in this relief work. 

The freshet waters from the hills of Maryland 
and Virginia and the tide in the Potomac River 
combinec to flood Bolling Field, D.C., on April 
fcreing the Army to evacuate personne 
end equipment. This flood was the third experi- 
enced by Bolling Field since 1933. 

Floed relief work in the inundated Central 
Valley, Calif., was conducted December 12th and 
13th by the 88th Reconnaissance Squadron of 
Familton Field, Calif. Food and medical sup- 
Plies were dropped to persons merooned by the 
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flood, and a were taken of the flood- 
ed area and of. breeks in the flood control 
system. 

DELIVERY OF ATHPLANES 

The Second Bombardment Group, Langley Field, — 
received on March 4th the first Y1B-17 airplane 
delivered to a tactical unit of the Air Corps. 
The officers and men of the Group were drawn up 
in parade formation to welcome the first so 
called 'Flying Fortress.'' The second airplane 
of this type was delivered to the Group on 
March 11th. 

The first of the newest defense weapon of the 
Army Air Corps, the Douglas B-18 Bombardment 
plane, 177 of which were purchased by the Air 
Corps for the use of the Ea Air Force, arrived 
yaa Field, Calif., in the middle of 

Ye 


gained nine additional Attack planes on August 

end; six being ferried from Barksdale Field and 
three from Maxwell Field. These airplanes were 
to be used to augment the equipment of the At- 

tack Section of the School. 

During the month of August, a total of eight 
BT~9 airplanes were ferried from the West Coast 
to the A’ vanced Flying School, Kelly Field. 

Roaring eastwerd from California in the clos- 
ing days of October, five B~-18 Bombardment 
planes arrived at Mitchel Field, N.Y., for as- 
sigrment to the 18th Recommaissance Squadron. 

Four North American BI-9 airplanes were fer- 
ried to Langley Field, Va., from the factory at 
Ing’ewood, Calif., for the use of the 2nd Bom- 
barcment Group as messenger and utility planes. 

The first of 77 new Seversky P-35 Pursuit 
airplanes to be assigned to the First Pursuit 
Group arrived at Selfridge Field, Mich., the 
last week in December. 

CHANGES IN ORGANIZATIONS AND STATIONS 

Effective January lst, the 20th Photo Section 
was transferred from Randolph Field, Texas, to 
Bolling Field, D.C., where the men from that 
organization and the Bolling Field Photographic 
5 aaa were incorporated to function as a 


Qn January 31, 1937, a number of changes were | 


effected in Air Corps organizations. The 2lst 
Photo Section at Scott Field, Ill.; the Head- 
quarters and Headquarters Scuadron, 12th Obser- 
vation Group, Brooks Field, Texas, and the 15th 
Photo Section at Fort Lewis, Wash., were ren 
ae~ed inactive, and the personnel thereof were 
trausferred to other organizations. 


Flights D and E of the 16th Observation Squad- 


ron were demobilized, the personnel, equipment 
and records in the case of the first named unit 


being incorporated in the lst Observation Squad- 


rou, organized from the Sth Airship Squadron at 
Scott Field and transferred to Mar Field, 
Fort Riley, Kensas, and in the case of Flight 
'Z,'' incorporated in Flight ''C'’ of the 12th Ob- 
servation Squadron, transferred from Brooks 
Field, Texas, to Fort Sill, Okla. 

_ The 9th Airship Squadron, Scott Field, was 
redesignated as the lst Observation Squadron 
and transferred to Marshall Field, Fort Riley, 


Flight A, 16th Observation Squadron, Langley 
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The Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Tex. i 


| Field, without personnel or equipment, was 

| transferred to Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

| Headquarters 16th Observation Squadron was 

| rendered active, with station at Fort Bragg. 

| The 12th Observation Squadron, Brooks Field, 
Texas, less Flight 'C,'' was transferred to Fort 

| Knox, Ky. Flight "'C'' without persomel or 

ga pe was transferred to Fort Sill, Okla. 

he lst Photo Section, Brooks Field, was re- 

designated as the 3rd Observation Squadron and 

' transferred to Langley Field. 

' The 19th Airship Squadron, Moffett Field, 

| Calif., was redesignated and consolidated with 

| the 3rd Balloon Squadron, heretofore inactive, 

| as an active wit, with station at Fort Lewis, 

| Wash. 

| The 82nd Observation Squadron was constituted 

| as an active unit at Moffett Field, Calif. 

The Headquarters of the 18th Composite Wing, 

| Fort Shafter, T.H., with one efficer, 11 enlist- 

| ed men and three airplanes, was moved to the> . 

new Hickam Field, where quarters were establish- 

; ed in one of the ar war hangars. 

| On October lst, the 2lst Reconnaissance 

Squadron, Langley Field, was relieved from at- 

| tachment to the 2nd Bombardment Group and at- 

| tached to the Second Wing, GHQ Air Force. 


| NAMING OF NEW FIELDS 

{ The Bombing and Gumery Base at Valparaiso, 

| Fla., was redesignated 'Eglin Field,'' in memory 

| of Lieut. Colonel Frederick I. Eglin, who was 

| killed in an airplane accident near Fort 

| McClellan, Ala., January 1, 1937. 

' Announcement was made by the Secretary of War 

' on November 17th that the new northwest army 

| base at Tacorma, Wash., was designated as 

"McChord Field'' in memory of Colonel William C. 

| McChord, Air Corps, who was killed in an air 

a accident near Maidens, Va., on August 16, 
937. 

| The newly established branch cf the Air Corps 

| Technical School at Denver, Colo., was named 

| "Lowry Field,'' in memory of Lieut. Francis B. 

| Lowry, a resident of Denver, who was killed in 

| action in France during the World War. 
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LIGHTER-THAN-AIR ACTIVITIES 

July 20th marked the first flight in many 
| youre of a captive balloon at Fort Lewis,. Wash. 
The operation was conducted by the newly con- 
| stituted 3rd Balloon Squadron, which arrived at 
| Fort Lewis from Moffett Field, Calif. 

During the month of July, the C-6 motorized 
observation balloon was delivered to the lst 
Balloon Squadron, Fort Sill, Okla., where it 
was erected and flieht-tested. The new balloon 
uses helium, and its motorized car is powered 
with a 90 h.p. Lambert motor and can be flown 
at 40 miles per hour. 

ARMY AIR CORPS EXHIBIT 
At the Aviation Show in New York City early 


| 
| 


by an exhibit of both old and new aeronautical 
equipment, demonstrating the progress in avia- 
tion through the years. A case of aircraft 
models made to 1/40 scale of various types of 
pres 4 from the war-time 'Jenny'' and IH to the 
atest Boeing Bomber, attracted considerable at- 
Motion pictures depicted aviation de- 
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tention. 


in the year, the Army Air Corps was represented _ 








vel 
ef the first flight of the Wright Brothers. 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
Air Corps Training Center 
During the calendar year 1937, a total of 
569 students (122 officers cf the Regular Arny 
and 447 flying cadets) entered the Primary Fly- 





ment and historical progress from the time | 


the Chemical Warfare Service. 
At Maxwell Field, Ala., a Post Signal School 
was started on July Sth to train enlisted men 


/in radio and meteorological work. 


Effective July 1, 1937, a Weather Department, 


under the supervision of lst Lieut. Floyd B. 
| Wood, Air Cerps, was added to the list of acti- 


ing School, Randolph Field, Texas, for heavier- | 
| were previously performed with the Meteorolog- 


than-air flying training. Graduating during 
the year from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 


Field, Texas, as Airplane Pilots, were 184 stu- | 
| men from the Air Corps. 


dents (53 officers and 131 Flying Cadets). 
Ten officers and 56 Flying Cadets graduated 


on February 19th from the Primery flying School,| 


Randolph Field, Texas, and were transferred to 
Kelly Field for advanced flying training. 
Graduating from the Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, on February 17th, were 33 students, 
including 3 officers and 30 Flying Cadets. 
Kelly Field played host to the band and drill 
company of the John Tarleton Agricultural Col- 


lege, of Tarleton Station, Texas, on April 2lst. 


They came to San Antonio to participate in the 
competition of school military organizations 
during the Fiesta of San Jacinto. 

A total of 62 students (10 officers and 52 
Flying Cadets) graduated from the Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, on June 9th. 

Class 29-B of the Advanced Flying School 
graduated on October 6th, the class comprising 
40 officers of the Regular Army and 49 Flying 
Cadets. 

Air Corps Technical School 

A total of 5035 enlisted men graduated during 
the calendar year 1937 from the Air Corps Toch- 
nical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l., 
viz: 163 as Airplane Mechanics, 52 Armorers, 
30 Machinists, 50 Parachute Riggers, 76 Aerial 
Photographers, 270 Radio Repairmen and Opera-~ 
tors, 37 Welders, 35 Clerks, 25 Bomb Sight 
Specialists, 20 Carburetor and Ignition Speci- 
alists, 22 Electrical Specialists, 26 Instru- 
ment Specialists and 17 Propeller Specialists. 

Officers graduating from the verious courses 
at the Technical School totaled 36, of which 
9 completed the Armament course, 10 Commmica- 
tions, 14 Airplane Maintenance and 3 Aerial 
Photo raphy. 

Early in March, a total of 32 Air Corps of- 
ficers were detailed to pursue the various 





vities at Bolling Field, D.C., made up chiefly 
of the trained and experienced men whose duties 


ical Department of the Signal Corps. This de- 
tachment wes to be supplemented by additional 


The meteorological station, formerly located 
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, was transferred on 
July ist to Kelly Field, Texas, and placed un- 


' der the supervision of Lieut. Elmo Mathews, Air 


' Corps. 


A new office and laboratory, adjoining 
the Post Operations Office, was constructed for 


' this vitally important activity. 


The lst Weather Scuadron was organized on 


‘July 1, 1937, for the purpose ef furnishing 


an adequate weather service to Air Corps units 
which may be located either permanently or tem- 
pererily in the Pacific Coast region. 

The Air Corps Weather School at Patterson 


| Field, Fairfield, Ohio, was opened on September 


lst with an enrollment of 25 students. The 


| purpose of the school is to teach the students 
. the science of weather with a view to having 
_Men trained in meteorological work available at 
' Air Corps Base Weather Stations. 


Navigetion Schools 
The Sth Group Navigation School at Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., resumed activities on April 5th 





! with a new class of four student officers. 


The 5th Composite Group, Luke Field, T.H., 


' organized a navigation school fer the benefit 


of the 18th Composite Wing, to continue during 
the months of July, August and September, the 


| subjects taught covering all phases of dead 


reckoning and celestial navigation. 
Certificates of proficiency in dead reckoning 

and celestial navigation were presented to a 

group of eight officers of the 9th Bombardment 


| Group, Mitchel Fiel¢c, N.Y., on December 10th. 


| Wright Field auditorium on June 30th. 


j 
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Air Corps Engineering School 
The annual commencement exercises of the Air 
Corps Engineering School were held at the 
Briga-~ 
dier General A.W. Robins, Chief of the Materiel 





courses of instruction at the Technical School, | Divisicn, delivered the graduation address and 


commencing in the fall of the year, namely, 10 


presented graduation certificates to ten Air 


in Maintenance Engineering, 9 in Communications, Corps officers. 


10 in Arvmement and 3 in Aerial Photogranviy. 
Graduation exercises for the officers' class- 
es of the Air Corps Technical School were held 
on June 30th at the Officers' Club. 
Air Corps Tactical School 





al School, Maxwell Field, Ala., were held on 
June lst, the class comprising 53 Air Corps of- 
ficers and 11 officers from other branches of 
the service. 
Meteorological Schools 

Meteorological service for the Army, hereto- 
fore the responsibility of the Signal Corps, 
U.S. Army, was on July 1, 1937, transferred to 
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Command and General Staff School 
Of the total of 257 officers who graduated 
from the Command and General Staff School, Fort 





‘Leavenworth, Kansas, on June 21, 1937, 38 were 
' members of the Air Corps. 
Graduation exercises at the Air Corps Tactic- | 


Army Industrial College 
Ten Air Corps officers were included among 
the 95 students graduating from the Army Indus- 





| trial College, Washington, D.C., on June 23rd. 


School of Aviation Medicine 
Five officers of the Medical Corps, U.S,Arny, 
and one Mecical Reserve officer, who pursued 





| the course of instruction at the School of Avi- 


ation Medicine, Randolph Field, Texas, graduat- 


the branches of the Army utilizing this service,| ed en March 31, 1937, as Flight Surgeons. 


including the Air Corps, the Field Artillery, 
Coast Artillery Corps, Ordnance Depertment and 


| 
“14 


Ahother routine course of instruction to 
qualify medical officers for duty as Flight 
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Surgeons was commenced at the School of Avia- 
tion Medicine, Randolpi Field, on July 15th, 
with 11 students enrolled. These students 
graduated on November 13th as Flight Surgeons. 
Avietion Ordnance 

A School of Aviation Ordnance was started at 
Langley Field, Va., with Captain Edward P. 
Mechling, Ordnance Dept., as Director, for the 
purpose of instructing Air Corps enlisted men 
in subjects dealing directly with aviation ord- 
nance, such as theoretical and practical train- 
ing in the storage of bombs, fuzes, pyrotech- 
nics, smll arms anmunition and machine guns. 
Three sessions are to be held each year, begin- 
ning in October, January and March. 

Air Base Technical School 

On July lst, the Air Base Technical School at 
Langley Field, Va., opened its doors with a 
class of 15 men, an increment of 15 additional 
men being added every 15 days, and two moaths 
being allotted each class for the completion of 
the course, same covering basic subjects, such 
as shop mathematics, mechanical drawing, blue- | 
print reading, elements of electricity, ele- 
ments of metal work and radio code, so as to | 
prevare men taking the course for the Chenute 
Field entrance examination. 

Schoc] for Instrument Landing Training 

Three officers and six enlisted men reported 
at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, October 4th, to 
receive instruction in the standard Air Corps 
instrument landing system. Classes for offi- 
cers extend over a two-week period, with three 
officers +. a class. Those for enlisted men 
extend over a period of one month, with six men 
to a class 














AERIAL PEOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES 
First Lieut. Charles F. Densford, pilot, ac- 
companied by Staff Sgt. Herman L. Chestnutt, 
photographer, took off from Kelly Field, Texas, 
April 15th, to obtain aerial photographs of 
construction progress on the Conchos Dam in New 





Mexico for the use of officers of the Corps of 


Announcement was made by the Secretary of War 
on June 8th that contracts had been let for 
over half of the work required to complete the 
new Air Corps depot at Sacramento, Calif., to 
replace the Rockwell Air Depot. . 

The month of July saw the completion of plans 
for the installation at Selfridge Field, Mich., 
of a new and mdern radio transmitting station, 
together with a new radio range and traffic 
control system. This range sets up four invis- 
ible beems used by the pilots at this field in 
instrument flying training. 

On June 18th, Patterson Field, Fairfield, 0., 
received an elaborate gift in the formof a 
macnificent swimming pool, which is located di- 
rectly in front of the new Officers' Club. This 
pool was the gift of Mrs. F.G. Carnell, in 
memory of her son, Frank Stuart Patterson, one 
of the early Aimy test pilots, who was killed 
near the field wnich now bears his name. 

A new and elaborate swimming pool, located at 
the Officers' Club, Mitchel Field, N.Y., was 
formally opened to officers, their families and 
guests, on the evening of June 17th by Colonel 
Walter H. Frank, Air Base Commander. 

RESERVE COMMISSIONS 

A total of 45 Fly’ ng Cadets, who graduated 
from the Advencei Fiying School, Kelly Field, 
on June 17, 1956, and who completed their addi- 
tional year of training with Air Corps tactical 
vnits, were commissioned second lieutenants in 
the Air Reserve, and placed on active duty. 

Completing 8 months of duty with Air Corps 
tactical organizations, 27 Flying Cadets, who 
gradueted from the Advancec Flying School on 
October 7, 1936, were on June 10, 1937, commis- 
sioned second lieutenants in the Air Reserve 
and placed on extented active duty at various 
Air Corps fields. 

On June 20, 1937, a total of 30 Flying Cadets 
graduating on February 17, 1937, and since that 
time on duty with various Air Corps tactical 
units, were commissioned second lieutenants in 


Engineers engaged on this project. In a period | 
of ten days the airmen spent nearly 26 hours in| 
the air making vertical and oblique photogrephs | 
and movie films. i 


the Air Reserve and placed on extended active 
duty. 


AUTOMATIC LANDING SYSTEM PERFECTED 





Completing a 1380-square mile project of m- 
saic photography for the U.S. Geological Survey, 
lst Lieut. Paul Eanley, pilot, with Tech, Sgt. 
Wm. M. Brees, photographer, and Corp. Victor 
Woodward, mechanic, returned to March Field on 
September 29th. 
ed on September 9th, the bases of operation be- 
ing at West Yellowstone; Boise, Idaho; and 
Eugene, Wash. Equipment utilized were a Fair- 
child C-8 photographic plane and a Fairchild 
K-33 camera. A total flying time of 61 hours 
was required for this photographic project. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION AT AIR CORPS STATIONS 

New hangars at Lawson Field, Fort Benning,Gea., 
were dedicated on March 14th before a crowd of 
3,000 persons. A varied program of events was 
staged, including a demonstration of light and 
medium tanks. An Army a 5 performed vari-. 
ous types of observation missions, including 
two-way radio and flying under the hood. There 
was also a st eg exhibition of Infantry, Ar 
tillery and Air Corps materiel. 


Work on this project was start- 
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On August 23, 1937, after two years of inten- 
sive research and design with respect to auto- 
matic control flights and automatic flight pro- 
cedure, two wholly automatic landings were made 
in the period of one hour under adverse air and 
wind conditions by Captain Carl J. Crane, Direc- 
tor of the Instrument and Navigation Laboratory 
at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio; 
Captain George V. Holloman, Assistant Director 
of this laboratory, and Mr. Raymond K. Stout, 


| project engineer in automatic maintenance. 


Since that time additional landings have been 
made, in which disinterested persomel have 
been carried as observers on the flights in or- 
der to check the various factors entering into | 
the fully automatic landings performed. 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

A flight of 9 airplanes from Albrook Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, took off on January 15th for 
Managua, Nicaragua, to conduct a search for a 
missing aviator, transporting a cargo of gold 
to Managua from the Bonanza mine, about 150 
V-7637, A.C. 








miles distant. Shortly after the arrival of 
the Army airmen at Menagua, the mining company 
reported another plane missing. The search, 
lasting two and one-hslf deys, proved | in vain, 
no trace being discovered of either of the two 
lost ships. The weether was pcor the entire 
time, the muntains being clouded over pert of 
the day, and there being many scattered tropical 
thunder storms in the velleys. Inabi! lity to 
obtain the proper grade of gasoline at Managua 
forced the flight to return to Albrook Field cn! 
January 20th. 


May 28th was proclaimed by the President of 
the United States as "National Aviation Day," 
and on this occasion General Malin Craig, Chief 
ef Staff of the Army, issued a statement re- 
garding. the progress made in military and com 
mercial aviation in the past few years, also 
the present and future aircreft strength of the 
Army. 

A total of 33 Second Lieutenants of the Air 
Corps were promcted to the rank of First Lieut- | 
enant, effective June 12, 1937. 

Eleven members of the famous ''99'' Club, an 
organization. of women flyers, visited Selfridge | 
Field, Mich., on June 20th, and were taxen on 
an inspection tour of the varicus activitics at 
the Air Base. All of the visitors flew to 
Selfridge Field save one, who was forced to em 
ploy another form of trensportation during the 
latter part of her journey due to the breaking 
of the propeller of her Waco plane. 

The reorganized 12th Cbservation Squadron, 
which had been stationed at Brcoks Ficld, Tex., 
for a number of years, was moved to Fort nox, 
Ky., on dune 20th. 

Of the 297 cadets craduating frem the U.S. 
Military Academy, West Point, Y.Y., on June 12, | 
1937, 106 were assigned to the Air Corps Train- | 
ing Center, Randolph Field, Texas, for flying 
training. 

Announcement was meade on August 12th that,due 
to the exigencies of the service, it was neces- 
sary to cancel the Mitchel Trophy Rece for 1937.! 

The War Devariment, on July 20th, approved 
the following sleeve insignia for the GHQ Air 
Force: "On a golden orange disc, 2¢-inch in 
diameter, an ultramarine “blue, three~-bladed im | 
peller, the curved surfaces exanating from the | 
points of an imginary j-inch equiletercl tri- | 
angle.'! | 

Major Victor E. Strahm-and Tech. Sgt. Gregory 
A. Mitchell, of Merch Field, Calif.; were the 
first American officials to welcome to the 
United States the Russian flyers, Gromff, 
Yumashev and Danilin, who descended in a cow 
pasture, arsproximateiy 30 miles from March 
Field. The Russian flyers, in their huge bat- 
winged ANT-25 airplane, left Moscow July 12th 
at 3:21 a.m, Moscow time, and were in the air 
62 hours and 17 minutes before leniinc was mede | 
at San Jacinto, the distance covered being ap- 
proximtely 11,500 kilometers. The route took 
them over the North Pole; thence along the 
120th Meridian over Canada, crossing the Rocky | 
Mountains to the Pacific Coast. 


“Announcement was made by the War Department | 
that the new miti-seater fighter, technically | 


ow" 
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La. 


| Handlton Field, Calif. 
|; months old, but he has already accumlated 102 
| hours 


| | flying couplex. 
| to him, and he's a lonely. dog when left behind. 
| 


' is completed. 


known as the XFM-1, built by the Bell Aircraft 
| Coe, Buffalo, N.Y¥., made its-initial trial 


| flight at the Municipal Airport in that city on 


September lst, and that the flight was entirely 
successful. This new monoplane embodies all 
the latest designed devices to increase speed 
and air worthiress. Its landing gear and tail 
wheels are electrically retractable, and it car- 
ries flaps to reduce its landing speed. Heated 


| comartments are provided for all members of 


its crew, which wiil be needed at its fighting 
ceiling of over 30,000 feet. 


A change in-the designation of classes at the 


|Air Corps Training Center was effected on Sent- 


ember 29th, the classes thereafter being desig- 


| nated according tc the year and time of the 
| year that they finish the course of training,- 
, thus, Class 38A, 38-B, etc. 


In the period of field training during the 
week of December lst, the 23rd Bombardment 


| Squadron of Luke Field, T.H., carried out a 


seed planting program in cooperation with the 


| Chief Ferester of the Territory of Hawaii, 
over 1,000 pounds of seed being dropped during 


flight over barren terrain to prevent the rapid 
erosion taking place in that area. 

On December Sth and 10th, the 97th Observa- 
ticn Sg vadror, Mitchel Field, N.Y., conducted 
tactical missions with the lst Engineers, 1J.S. 


Army, at Fort duPont, Del. 
Se Ti 


Sar ~ 
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B-18 BOMBERS LAND AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Randolph Field, Texas, was honored on Febru- 


ary 2nd by a visit of 13 B-18's, under the 


coumand of Colonel Harvey S. Burwell, enroute 
from March Field, Calif., to Barksdale Field, 
Bad weather grounded the flyers and pre- 
vented their take-off until the afternoon of 
the following day. The Bombardment personnel 


‘have es their mission an aerial bombing exhibi-~ 
| tion upon tueir arrival at Barksdale Field. 


omaGiipo—e 
A DOG-CONE GOOD FLYER 


He takes to the eir with th 
tre 


greatest cf ease- 
flying pup of the 7th Bombardment Group of 
Teddy is just four 


flying time. He is the mascot of thé or- 
nization and there is no doubt he has the 
The roar of motors does things 


It isn't often, though, that Teddy is left, 
' for he generally follows his airplane out of 
' the Langar and is the first to jump in when the 
|! door is opened. Recently, when the Assistant 


| Secretary of War paid a visit to Familton Field, 


he was very pleased with the record of the pup 
and- promised a citation when 500 hours of flight 
Last month Teddy flew 56 hours, 
and e+ that rate the presentation of the cita- 
tion is not far off. A parachute is being made 


for Todays so in case of a major emergency he 
9 


Can ride 


wn to a four-point landing. . 
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MAINTENANCE FLIGHT BY ADVANCED STUDENTS 


cheduled "Round, t orn" flight 

fof thé prosent clooss ga°,4 at the fd- 
vanced Flying School, Keli Field, Texas, 
was finally completed on January b8th 
with no mishaps, after considerable de- 
ae | due to adverse weather conditions. 

ust storms and low ceilings along the 
route both played their part in holding 
various flights on the ground. The Ob- 
servation Section, under the command of 
Captain Russell E. Randall, had the long- 
est delay when they arrived at Hensley 
Field on Tuesday, January 18th, and re- 
mained until the following Monday, Janu- 
ary 24th. The first echelon of the 
Pursuit Section joined them at Hensley 
Field on Wednesday, January 20th and, 
although guest facilities were somewhat 
crowded, there seems to have been no 
difficulty on the part of those at 
Hensley Field in — everybody happy. 


B-17 BOMBERS ON TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHT 


Commanded by Major Vincent J. Meloy, 
Air Corps, Langley Field personnel in 
ten of the Army's "Flying Fortresses" 
(Poeing B~17 Eombers) landed at Kelly 
Field, Texas, on January 24th, during 
the course of qa routine flight from 
March Field, Calif. The planes were 
manned by a crew of 35 officers and 56 
enlisted men, The journey of approxi- 
matey 120% miles was accomplished in 
six hours, or at an average speed of 
2.0 miles per hour. The visitors left 
Kelly Field on January 25th, taxing off 
at two-minute intervals. 


ACTIVITIES AT AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


Following the respite from map prob- 
lems which always come with the comple- 
tion Of courses which terminate at the 
Christmas holidays, the students of the 
Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., have just started with the second 
fee pn of afternoon problems, The Lo- 
istics, Attack and Chemical Warfare 
courses keep the students busy many af- 
ternoons during February, and the impor- 
tant Bombardment course finishes with 
its map rcp sane early in March. The an 
nual spring vacation of the school will 
be from March 12th to 20th, inclusive, 
and then the class will start on the 
down hill slope toward graduation early 
in June. 

There is one more break in the sched- 
ule for the students which comes the 
second week in ~~ when the entire 
class will go to lorida for gunnery 
a pera, and staff exercises at the 
Valparaiso Gunnery Range. 

ae ,| 5’, 
_ Contribution of material for the News 
uetter from France and Albrook Fields in 
Panema will be highly welcomed. 
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| CHECKING VALVE TAPPET CLEARANCES 
By the Mitchel Field Correspondent 


Due to difficulties encountered by a 
number of mechanics, who are unable to 
insert a finger through spark plug hole 
in locating top center on the compres- 
sion stroke, and to insure accuracy in 
‘ their work, the 97th Observation oye 
ron (Corps & Army), at Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., has developed a new system for 
checking valve tappet clearances on the 
twin row "Wasp" R-1535-7 engine. A me- 
tal circular disc with a separate point- 
er arm is used for this purvose. 

The disc is installed on thrust bear- 
ing retaining plate studs and pointer 
attached to rear of yeevesne cub. imme- 
diately in front of installed disc. The 

ropeller is turned in direction of ro- 
ation until No, 1 piston reaches top 
center on compression stroke, Pointer 

is then aligned with top mark on disc 
for No, 1 cylinder and tightened firmly 
to the propeller hub. To reach top cen- 
ter on compression stroke for next lobe, 
propeller turns 480 degrees, then for 
third lobe on No, 1 cylinder, propeller 
is again turned 480 degrees, and for 
fourth lobe same procedure. To reach 
top center on next cylinder to fire, af- 
ter chec’ting No, 1 cylinder, pointer is 
moved to iio. 10 cylinder and same pro- 
cedure is followed. 

There are three marks on disc, spaced 
| 120 degrees apart for each cylinder,and 
Cylinders located opposite each other 
are On same mark on disc. The disc is 
also marked for checking magneto timing 
and valve rye = 

In an Unsatisfactory Report, recently 
submitted, the principle of this system 
was set forth for study by the Materiel 
Division. In the recommendations on 
this report, the following remarks were 
made: 

"It is believed that a disc similar to 
this or one embodying its salient 
features would be of value and assist- 
ance to the various service activities 
using R-1535-7 engines, as this organi- 
zation has used disc for about ten months 
and has proven its usefulness by saving 
many men hours and improving the exact- 
ness of work accomplished, Disc is made 
of 1/8" sheet aluminum and could be du- 











| plicated on metal more suitable for con- 


tinuous use." 

This system was developed entirely 
through the efforts of Master Sergeant 
Benjamin Roth, line chief of the 97th 
Squadron, who also designed a special 
drip pan for the 0-46A type airplane 
last year. This pan proved to be a 
great help toward cleanliness in the 
hangar, as all oil and grease Groene s 
from the engine, when work or inspections 
are in preEreen, falls on the pan sus- 
penced by hooks under motor, and drains 
into a bucket underneath. 

Roth, then a Staff Sergeant, was a mem- 





(Continued on Page 18 
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AIR CORPS OFFICERS COMPLETE SPECIAL COURSE IN NAVAL OPERATIONS 


Ly the News Letter 


After two weeks of intensive instruc- 
tion, twenty selected Air Corps officers , 
completed a special course in Naval Oper- 
ations on January 2lst at the Air Corps 


Correspondent 


stration during the next school 
Classes were terminated early on the 

morning of February 4th, and by noon the 

advenced guard were on their way to 


year. 


Tactical School and were presented Certi- Barksecale Field in the antiouated B-6's. 


ficates of Graduation oy Brigadier Gener- 
al H, C. Pratt, the Commandant. This 
Special Course was inaugurated principal- 
ly to give officers of the GHQ Air Force 
a more up-to-date knowledge of Naval Op- 
erations and what to expect in the case 
of joint operations. Tue course of 
study covered about twice the amount of 
ground as will be covered in the regular | 
Naval Operations Course which is given 

to the regular students of the Air Corps 
Tactical School. 

Great crecit for the successful con- 
ducting of this special course goes to 
Lieut. Commander Miles R. Browning, U.S. 
Nevy, who was tne Chief Instructor and 
who is the first Naval officer to be 
regularly detailed to the Tactical School 
as an instructor. His hanali of thse 
course withitsmany controversial feat- 
ures was exceptional, and the entire 
class showed great arprecietion of his 
efforts. Colonel Herbert A. Dargue, As-| 
sistant Commandant, and Major Frederici: 
von H, Kimble assisted Commander Browning | 
in various phases of tue-instruction. 

It is not know whether another simi- 
lar course will be conducted during the 
next school year, and undoubtedly this 
will depend largely upon the desires of 
the GHQ Air Force for the training of | 
more Oificers in this subdject. 

The graduates of the course were: 
Colonels Lewis H, Brereton anc Walcer G., | 
Kilner; Lieut. Colonels Harvey S.Burwell,| 
Karl L. Naiden, Carl W. Connell, Francis | 
M, Brady; Majors Samuel M. Connell, 
Phillips Melville, Claude ©. Duncan, 
Howard K. Ramey, James P, Hodges. and 
Paul H, Prentiss; Captains Francis £. | 
Valentine, Kerneth !, Yalker, Cher“es H. | 
Caldwell, Neil B, Harding; Ist Lieu%s. 
John A, Samford, Ronald 2. Walker, aper | 
F, Henry and Paul G. Miller. Coionel 
Brereton is on duty as instructor at the | 
Command and General Staff School, while 
the remainder of the officers are all on) 
duty with the GHQ aay Force. 

---000--- 


GHQ A.F. DEMONSTRATION AT BARKSDALE FISLD 


The entire student class of the Air 
Corps Tactical School and most of the in- 
structors attended the GHQ Air Force De-| 
monstration at Barksdale Field, La., oa 
February Sth. The demonstration was 
staged petnespelty to give the students 


! 
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fiiled tne dill. 


| settle and the airplane went along, 
'reports received at the field from the 

|pilots were to tne effect that the wings 
'were the only thing which kept the air- 
plane from going co: 


| them to Earksdale Field, La. The 


i Tuctical School. 


The other airvilenes were Cispatched at 


'gnort intervals until ever: airplane in 


commission at Maxwell Field was on its 
way, except for the one airplane set | 
asice for the weather flights. The air- 


| planes available at Maxwell Field were 


not sufficient to carry all the person- 
nei involved, but the ‘loan of a 6-33 
Transport from Barksdale Field just 

& few of the airplanes 
returned to Maxwell Field on Saturday | 
night, wiile the remainder made the trip 


| Sunda; morning, and all arrived without 
' incident except for one R-6 which became 


stvck in the ma at Vicksburg. The 
plene was one of a formation of three 
wiich ran into a stretcn of bad weather 
and, oeing without efficient radio facil- 
ities to determine the depth of the bad 


/weatner, put back into Vicksburg for a 


weather report. The plane, piloted by 


|Major Sigmund F, Landers and Captain 


Hobart R. Yeager, taxied up to the line, 


-and after the plane had come to a stop 


a recent PWA excavation started to 
The 


letely out of sight. 


om 0 aw 


Checking Valve Tappet Clearances 
‘(Continued from Page I7) 





ber of the Byrd First Antarctic Expedi- 
. Vd ° 

tion in 1929, and upon his return was 

promoted to the grade of Master Sergeant 


| and awarced the Soldier's Medal. 


---000~-- 
HAMILTON BOMBERS RETURN FROM BARKSDALE 


Four of the Douglas B-18 Bombardment 
planes returned to the air base at 


| damilton Field, Calif., on February 7th, 


@ m.ssion which took 
ar ale ur 
pose of this mission was to demonstrate 


after performi 


| tactics es employed in the latest type 


aircreft before memoers of the Air Corps 
Officer personnel who 
participated were as follows: lst Lieuts. 
J.H, Atxinson (flight commander), J.J. 
Morrow, =.>. Rose, J.H. Wallace, H.W, 
Pennington, C.A. Brandt, G.H. Tibbets, 
J.h. Way, J.D. Underhill, W.46. Carter, 
W.R, Graham; 2nd Lieuts. W. Lewis, D.H. 


of this school an idea of the use of the Walker, S.V. Peyne, W.C. Capp and J.M. 
Attack, Bombardment and Pursuit arms of | Reynolds. | 
the GHQ Air Force, The results of the ---000--~ 
program were highly satisfactory from 
the school viewpoint, and already plans 
are under way to request a similar demon- 
-18- V-7637, A.C. 











FLIGHT OF Y1B-17'S TO BUFNOS AIRES 


According to a recent announcement of 
the War Department, six Y1B-17 airplanes 
trom the GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, 
Va., will comprise the flight of U.S. 
Army airplanes to Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina, in order to participate in the in- 
auguration ceremonies of the new Presi- 
dent-Elect of the Argentine Republic, Dr. 
Roberto M, Ortiz. The ceremonies will 
take place on February 20, 1938. 

The flight wili be wnder the command 
of Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, whose 
flagship will be No, 10. The other five 
pene will be commanded by Majors Vincent 

. Meloy, Caleb V, Haynes, Harold L 
George, Captains Neii B,. Harding and 
Archibald Y, Smith. The compiete list 
of operating personnel, all from Langley 
Field, is as follows: 


PLANE NO. 10 if legehip) ; 
Lieut. Colonel hooert Olds, Major 
Edwin R, McReynolds, Captain Robert B. 


Williams, lst Lievts. John W, Egan, Edwin 
L. Tucker, Staff Sgt.. James J. Boutty, 
Pvt. Ist Cl. Archie R,. Jester, Pvis. 
Joseph H, Walsh and Kenneth E, Trout. 
PLANE NO, 51 

Major Vincent J, Meloy, Captain Alva 
Harvey, lst Lieuts. Frederick E, Glantz- 
Sag Torgis G,: Wold, Staff Sst. Henry | 
L, West, Sgt. Jack 4. Franske, Corp. 
Clerence D, Lake, Pvt. lst Cl. John W. 


Yankowsky. 
: PLANE NO, 52 
Captain Neil 5B. Harding, lst Lieuts. 
David R, Gibbs, Ralph BE, Koon, Gerald &£, 
Williams, Tech, Sgt. Besola Cobb, Sgt. 
Lewis Hayduke, Pvt. lst Cl, Harold J. 
Nycun, Pvt. Frederick W, Woitineck. 
PLANE NO. 80 
Major Caleb V, Hayues, lst Lieuts. 
Themas L, Mosley, Curtis E, LeMay, 2nd 
Lieut. Joseph B, Stanley, Tech. Set. 
Adolvh Cettarius, Staff Sgt. William J. 
Heldt, Corp. James B, Sands, Pvt. 13% 
Ci, Donald F, Lowney. 
PLANE NO, 82 
Captains Archibaid Y. Smith, Cornelius 
W. Cousland, lst Lieuts. Richard S.Free- 
man, Jchn A. Samford, Sgt. George R. 
Charlton, Staff Sgts. Troy V. Martin, 
Henry P, Hansen, and Pvt. ist Cl. Russell 
E, Junior. 











PLANS NO. 61 

Major Harold hee of Captain Darr H. 
Alkire, lst Lieuts. William A. Matheny, 
Paul G, Miller, Tech. Sgt. Gilbert W. 
Olson, Staff Set. Everett Kirkpatrick, 
el William A, Withers, Pvt. lst Cl. 
Norbert D, Flinn. 0 

——=—OU0 -—— 





Master Sergeant Richard Rogers, Air 
Corps, Langley Field, Va., was appointed 
a Warrant Officer, U.S. Army, effective 
February 1, 1938, and assigned to the 
Air Corps at Chanute Field, Rantoul, 
Illinois, 





i the airplane. 


Field, was 
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THE STAINLESS STEEL WING 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


The installation of a stainless stoel 
wing at the Materiel Division, Wright 
Fie d, Ohio, on an Observation Amphibian 
(OA-44) airplane during the latter part 
of 1937 was the culmination of an expe- 
rimental program in connection with this 
construction extending back well over 
five years. It has long been realized 
that from the maintenance standpoint the 
wood wings of the OA-4A were inadequate. 
Joints loosened under high humidity con- 
citions and in other respects they were 
& weak feature cn what was otherwise 
acknowledged to be a rugged and service- 
able aircraft, 

When the snitability of a metal wing 
was considered, it was known that dural- 
umin, with its high corrosion character- 
istics in sea air or water, could not 
be used. It was decided to try stain- 
less steel. 

The first step was the submerging of 
spscimens in tide water for testing 
ever a period of time. No corrosion 
either in mater*‘al or around spot welds 
resulted. A stainless steel wing was 
constrvcted and submitted to static 
testing at the Materiel Division, At 
the conclusion of these tests it was 
expesed to the elements at Wright Field 
for more than two years without notice- 
able deterioration, As a result of the 
static tests, some parts of the wing had 
to be reinforced, A thorough testing 
under vibratcry loads simulating those 
in flight followed, No failure occurred 
either in the thin sheet or the spot 
welds. 

With this basis of encouragement, con- 
tracts for a total of seven stainless 
steel wings were entered into with 
Fleetwings, Inc. ‘The purpose was to 
mount them on OA-4A airplanes for ser- 
vice testing. Two are now at Langley 
Field, one will go to Panama, one to 
Hamilton Tieid, one to Mitchel Field, 
and the others elsewhere to coastal 
Squadrons. 

The steel — is lighter than the 
wood wing, based on the same design 
load factors and same gross weight of 
The actual weight of the 
steel wing is 4 pounds greater than the 
wood wing it repiaced, but the steel 
wing wac designed for a 50 percent 
greater low angle of attack load factor 
and a 20 percent greater inverted flight 
load factor than the wood wing, It has 
a et potte wri ee Rh coer! ad 
welding allowing slight speed advantages. 
It requires no tinien or paint, which is 
a weight saving and maintenance advant- 


age. 
———OU0 -— 

Major Chilion F, Wheeler, who for a 
number of years has been stationed at 
the Air Corps Materiel Division, bg 

ransferred to Scott Field. 
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In our last article on the subject of 
the Hawaiian Islands, we promised another 
which would contain more details of the | 
interesting features of the "Big Island." 

Of course, not all of an Air Corps of-| 
ficer's time in Hawaii, as elsewnere, is | 
devoted to flying. Since the Deperiment | 
Commander encourages Officers to avail | 
themselves of a certain amount of author- 
ized "detached service," spent as the 
Army's Rest Camp at Kilauea Volcano, we 
a py ae ig pe it expedient to spend a 
week at that interesting and thoroughly 
delightful place. 

The Overnight trip by steamship took 
us along a route ig peng | identical 
with that described in our last article, 
except that our altitude throughout 
could be termed zero. Darkness descend- 
ed during the passage over the distance 
from Honolulu to Molokai, but afforded 
still a differont view of Diamond Head, 
the symbol of Hawaii, under conditions 
of light existing at rainbow time, as 
the sun is preparing to cast its last 
daily "Aloha" glance at Oahu. 

The water was normally rough until we 
reached Northwestern Moloxai, but the 
passage for the remainder of the night, 
through "Lahaina Roads," the body of 
water in lee of Molokai and Maui, is 
best described by our self-coined word: 
mill-pond-acious. 

We needed no alarm clock on this par- 
ticular journey, because the extremely 
rough water encountered, as is nearly 
always the case, just after leaving the 
protection of Haleakala Mountain on 
southeastern Maui, made the effort to 
keep from being thrown from our beds too 
great for what it was worth. In conse- 
quence, we were on deck bright and eerly | 
and viewed the approach to Hawaii end 
the ee — down the easvern 
coast as far as Hilo harbor with excited | 
interest. 

The most interesting phase of this 
trip is the passage, within a quarter 
mile, of the Hamakua coast, some fifteen 
or twenty miles in length. Here nature 
provided the spectacular phenomenon cf 
ene thousand-foot vertical cliffs rising | 
directly from the deep ultremarine odlue 
of mid-ocean, The geologists inform us 
that this condition was caused by the 
stripping off of millions of tons of 
volcanic earth in one of the most tremen- 
dous landslides evident anywhere in the 
world, Erosion resulting from rainfall 
On the slopes of Mauna Kea has eaten out 
numerous flat-floored valleys whose few 
inhabitants can only emerge by means of 
zigzag foot paths up the steep sides. 

The cliffs of the Hamakua coast give 
way to more gradual slopes covered with 
sugar cane fields and small streams. 

e auto trip from Hilo to Kilauea was 
along a beautifully paved road thirty 


a ee ee 
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Air Corps Officer who served there. 


|miles in length, during which ride we 


noticed the climb of 4,000 feet mainly 
by virtue of the gradual decrease in 
temperature, We learned later that ar- 
tit..cial heat was required cach morning 
end evening, aad were delighted at being 
able to enjoy an open fire both at the 
club house and the lovely Luke Field 
cabin, especiaily in view of existing 
mid-summer temperatures in the middle 
eightiasat sea level. 

During our stay at the Rest oo, we 
Grove and waiked through the beautiful 
fern forests, with fern trees from 
twenty to forty feet in height. We also 
made frequent trips along the "chain of 
craters," no two of which are similar, 
the only active one viewed being that of 
“Halemaumau," the "pit of eternal fire" 
within Kilauea Crater itself. 

"Mokuaweoweo," at the summit of Mauna 
Loa, is also classed as an active crater, 
said to be the largest in the world, but 
the difficult trip up the remaining ten 
thousand feet did not appeal to us. 

The three spots we found most inter- 
esting,which were within comparatively 
easy reach of the military a. were 
the bird forest, the Thurston Lava Tube 
and its entrance through a veritable 
fairyland glen, and Mauna Iki (little 
mountain), in the Kau desert. The Kau 
desert itself is extremely interesting, 
and consists of the most jagged lava de- 
posits we have ever witnessed, In this 
region it is said that King Kamehameha, 
the congueror and consolidator of all 
of the islands of the group and, as far 
as we know, the only warlike Hawaiian 
native, concentrated his army in 1789 
and 1790, The tremendous eruption of 
1730 sent molten lava and volcanic mud. 


'A ierge proportion of tne army is said 


to have deen caught in the eruption and 
completely annihilated, Mute evidence 

stiil exists of the mad milling around 

woich must have been indulged in by the 
heat-crazed mass of humanity, in the 


|form of deep imprints of bare feet in 


the ciay, which has hardened to such an 
extent that the rains of the intervening 
years have failed to eradicate the 
prints, Due to the souvenir~attaching 
propeusities of the many tourists who 
mae this oe around and through the 
Kau cesert, these footprints are now a 
distinct rarity, but we were able to 
find a few. 

Recent eruptions have produced tumbling 
streams of hardened or hardening lava, 
but the earlier eruptions evidently 
threw gushers of thoroughly molten 
materiel high into the air, where it was 
whipped to nair-like weeps by the violent 
air currents, It is still possible to 
find wisps of "Pele's hair," so named 
after "Madam Pele," goddess of the vol- 
cano, Woe betide the foolish treasure 
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seeker who stuffs his pocxets full of | 
this material without providing a suit- 
able container - as we can well testify- 
because of the fact that it is brittle | 
and "crawly" and gives the foolish bear- 
er the same pleasurable experience he 
would have with a pocket or undershirt 
full of short-cut horsehair. 

The bird forest, mentioned above, is 
an area filled with older trees, of fair 
size, and lovely fields, which escaped 
the leva flows of 1790 end 1847.. A few 
Singing varieties of birds which have 
escaped the nest raids of rats and mon- 
gooses, enliven this area with their 
articulations - such a welcome relief 
from tue interminable minah birds and 
sparrows. 

The Thurston Lava Tube extends some 
1400 feet into the earth, the first 400 
feet being open for those wno wish to 
explore it, and was caused by the rapid 
cooling of the external portions of an 
underground lava flow while the inner 
core remained thoroughly molten long 
enough to flow away. 

We took the 100-mile loop drive to the 
beautiful Pune coast (southeastern 
Hawaii), where we saw huge trees whose 
trunks are nearly obscured by tropical 
vines, and stretches of hard lava beach 
and wooded headlands. 

We did not essay the nearly 1,000-mile 
drive around the island, thereby missing 
many of the most interesting sights and 
most primitive conditions to be found 
in the Territory, as we were informed 
that the roads were bad and the trip 
uite difficult. It is presumed that 

1s condition will be eiiminated, as 
fer as the roads are concerned, in the 
future, and we hope to be in a pogition 
to complete this portion of our educa- 
tion on a future sojourn in the Territory: 

To this we cannot understand how | 
we found so little opportunity to get 
around more during neerly three years in 
Hawaii but, rather suddenly, we realized 
that our departure was upon us. After 
the throes of discarding and packing, 
with which all of us are only too famil- 
lar, we found ourselves standing, dazed- 
ly, on the deck of the "St. Mihiel," 
while endeavoring to keep our noses 
above the flower leis, bestowed upon us 
by many friends fortunate eno to re- 
main longer. We felt strange 8 
arige in cur throats when the Army band 
Struck up "Aloha Ae," and our vision be- 
Came unaccountably blurred when the ship 
fast cff to the ever thrilling notes of 
The Song of the Islands." 3 

After Diamond Head was to our west and 
we were preparing to go below, we saw 
an “Alcha" fli of re approach- 
ing and suddenly realized that the salute 
was for us. The first element to arrive 
and the last to leave was our old squad- 
ton and, as the drone of the motors 
finally faded in the distance and the 





Planes thenselves. became: mere specks over 


arte 


good old Diamond Head, the true meaning 
of "Alcha" took us completely - never, 
never "Goodbye" but "'till we meet 
agasn." P 


OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOCL 


Under Special Grders of the War Department, 
recently issued, fifty Air Corps officers are 
assigned to duty as students at the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Als., for the 
1938-1939 course, reporting not later than 
Sevtember 13, 1938, for this duty, viz: 

From Office Chief of the Air Corps: Majors 
Rowland C.W. Saessiey, William B. Souza, James 
A. Mollison, Captain Donald F. Stace. 

From Langley Field, Va.: Majors Harvey H. 
Holland, Otto G. Trunk, Captains John H. 
McCormick, Allen PR. Springer, Randolph P. 
Williams, lst Lievt. Devid R. Gibbs. 

From Barksdale Field, La.: Major Edward M. 
Morris, Captain Charles G. Pearcy. 

From Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Major Leo F. Post, 
Captains cazesk. DeArmond, John P. Doyle, Jr. 
Sofin N. Jones, Miltcn M. Towner, Walter C. 
White. 

From Selfridge Field, Mich.: Captain John kM. 
Steriing, ist wieut. Ernest a. Warburton. 

From Chanute Field, Ill.: Majors William M. 
Lanagan, >onald G. Stitt, Captain Hugo P. Rush. 

From Fairfield Air Depot, io: Majors Oakley 
G. Kelly, Ralph B. Walker. 

From Wright Field, Ohio: Major James A. 
Woodruff, Capteins Samuel R. Harris, Jr., Carl 
J. Crane, Alired H. Johnson, 1st Lieut. Leonard 
F. Harcan. 

Trom Randolph Field, Texas: Captains Charles 
P. Cabell, Glen C. Jamson, Walter S. Lee, 
Kenneth P. McNaughton, lst Lt. Charles T.Arnett. 

From Kelly Field, Texas: Captain Welter G. 
Bryte, ur. 

From Bolling Field, D.C.: Captain Arthur L. 
Bump, Jr., ist Lieut. Stanley K. Robinson, 

tain Geerge W. McGregor. 

om Maxw2il Field, Ale.: Majors James C. 
Cluck, Fred C. Nelson, ist Lieuts. Robort E.L. 
Choate, Carl R. Storrie. 

From Pope Field, Fort Bragz, N.C.: Major 
Edmund P. Gaines. 

From Fort Sill, Okle.: Major Frederick D. 
Lynch. 

From San Antonio Air Depot, Texas: Major 
Elmer D. Perrin. 


From Harrisburg, Pa: Major Henry H. Reily, 
A.C. Technical Evie, Middletown Air Depot 
Control Area. 

From Selfridge Field, Mich.: lst Lieut. Frank 
J. Coleman. 

From Schoen Field, Ft- Benjamin Harrison, Ind.! 
Captein Milton J. Smth. 

rom Hawaiian Department: lst Lieut. William 
C. Sams. 





















































Major Devereux M. Myers, who has been on duty 
at Hamilton Field, San Rafecl, Calif., for the 
past several years, has been relieved from duty 
thereat and assigned to the Denver Branch of 
the Air Corps Technical School, Lowry Field. 


alle V-7637, A.C. 








© OID Om G10 eH 


10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


27 
28 
29 


31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
4S 
4) 
42 
43 


45 
4S 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 


57 
58 


61 
§2 
63 


65 
66 
67 


LIST OF NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS QUALIFIED FOR MASTER SERGEANT, AIR CORPS 
Effective January 1, 1938. 


Feiertag, William F. 
Hallam, John 
*Foster, Arthur C. 
Smith, Chester M. 
Johnson, Carl L. 
*Sweeney, Charles L. 
Bothne, Jams YT. 
Fanaford, Don A. 
Davis, John L. 
McKnight, Charles H. 
*Klinger, Denjamin H. 
Locher, Joseph H. 
*Carr, Lynn B. 
Kretz, Williem 
*Rohlik, Waldoe 
Kelly, Forrest F. 
Bentley, Leonard L. 
McAndrews, John 
Malloy, Stephen A. 
Pearson, James 
Berg, Peder 
Robson, Earl 
Walters, Clyde L. 
Ceccato, Peter 
Barns, Thomas V. 
Perkins, George W. 
Stoser, Walter 
McNeely, Ralph 
Suggs, John M. 
Wurperfeld, John A. 
Leffler, Charles E. 
Kendrick, Bryan J. 
Carpenter, Ross 
Eohensee, Enmit F. 
“Harrison, Ceorge E. 
Koan, Louis 
Harris, Arthur E. 
*Tilton, Everett M. 
Ashby, Walter 
Justice, Nye P. 
Draper, Charles W. 
Witsch, Henry A. 
“Winans, Edward L. 
Ward, Leamcen V. 
Begdanski, Adam 
*Lorimer, Robert R. 
Johnson, Lonnie M. 
Gordon, Frederick J. 


Moslander, Charles E. 


Innes, Victor A. 
*Davids, Ewald 
Cobb, Horace W. 
Swanson, Nels E. 
Wing, Richard E. 
Doyell, Clyde W. 
Lantz, Carl G. 
Hans, Karl L.M. 
NoGhee, Lloyd FE. 
Darby, Harry 
*Wentzell, James H. 
Sage, Hobson D. 
Wheeler, Adam L. 
Ritenour, Ervin W. 
DesMarais, William 
Schmidt, George E. 
Stein, Jos J. 
Leroy, Harold D. 


68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
75 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
64 
85 
&S 
87 
&38 
e9 
20 
91 
92 
93 
94 
$5 
96 
$7 
98 
$9 
100 
i01 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
14 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
125 
127 
i28 
129 
139 
idl 
132 
133 
134 





Brown, Lee E. 
McCartney, George D. 
Herb, Doraid P. 
Blais, James G. 
Haffner, Hans G.C. 
Wiedekamp, Karl T. 
Blackden, William H. 
Eluchan, Charles 
Auer, Adam M 
Jensen, Peter 
*Hill, James W. 
Albin, Louis B. 
“Alexander, Harry W. 
Cheske, Benjemin A. 
Grahaza, John 
Crone, Carnen E. 
Downing, Harvey J. 
“Gergus, Aivin W. 
Miller, Fred P. 
Turner, William H. 
Goad, Robert L. 
Hovper, Walter S. 
Leary, Vernon S. 
Raynes, Paul E. 
Raymond, Edgar d. 
Williferd, Leon A. 
Jones, Hurley D. 
Apple, William VY. 
Lefley, William J. 
Reberts, Carl C. 
Hoijer, Richard E. 
*Grabsky, Walter 
Williams, Wallace H. 
Filkins, Joseph A. 
Schaefer,Chris J.E. 
Bush, Samuel T. 
Willison, Thomas L. 
Peckhem, Russell C. 
Gibbins, Stanley K. 
Simons, Wilbur J. 
Beros, Rudy Jd. 
Fisher, George W. 
*Therrenos, Nicholas 
Jewell, Arvin B. 
Glasscock, Harry 
Boward, Richard 
Valtierra .Leobardo 
Chambiiss, John R. 
*Stanowich, Steve 
Mitchell, George W. 
Adams, Firmen S. 
Koziburski, Edward A. 
Lindsey, Jasper E. 
*Warren, Luther 
Mueller, Charles 
Christian, Walter 
Merian, August A. 
Fusz, Cheries F. 
Hobart, Clyde J. 
Looris, Sidney E. 
Himes, Olin C. 
Mathews, Daniel A. 
Dreier, Elmer L. 
Maroul, John J. 
Von Euw, John B. 
Glasscock,Benton D. 
Myers, Allen G. 
-2R- 
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2 “Lawrence, Harry &. 


Domes, Johann 
Fitzzerald,John E. 
Palmer, Clarence A. 
“Kelly, Robert J. 
Neff, Frank D. 
Smith, Alfred N. 
Logsdon, Jewel G. 
Casto, Clyde 8. 
Moorhead, William 
Thompson, Benton T. 
Cattarius, Adolph 
Foffman, Carl 
Thomas, Robert H. 
Tupper, Hobson 
Thomas, Ecwin D. 
Sampson, Harold F. 
Drobin, Joseph S. 
Hooe, Roy W. 

Clark, Irvin L. 
Baldwin, Thomas J. 
Craig, Ton Jd. 
Ferrell, Bruce R. 
Bell, Charles C. 
*Jones, William L. 
Dombeck, Jacob §S. 
Mick, Vernon 
Stolte, Arthur 
Rosser, Jchn C. 
Johnson, Hareld V. 
Waters, Claude G. 
Swisher, Douglas M. 
Noore, Virgil 
*Casey, Patrick T. 
Freshwater, Glenn E. 
Parrett, Raymond C. 
Burroughs, John J. Sr. 
Wallace, Jchn R.D. 
Young, Stephen B. 
Quinn, Raiph E. 
Revert, Artic L. 
Waddell, Walter A. 
Forrest, James A. 
Freathy, Albert E. 
Eartley, Ernest H. 
Townsenc, William B. 
Fox, William B. 
Olson, Gilbert W. 
Redifer, Earl B. 
Fenneck, ifichael P. 
Scott, Elliott 
Randles, Arthur E£. 
Sywington, Douglass 
*Bishop, Edward J. 
Hughes, Raymond J. 
Pove, Willian E. 
Faust, Carl M. 
Waytulonis, Victor M. 
*Miiler, Joseph J. 
Craft, Tennyson M. 
Silvers, Lee 

larta, Eugh H. 
Gossett, Henry 
Reist, Emil 

Akers, Thornton 
Tomberlin, George D. 
Foster, Edwin C. 
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202 Hamilton, Robert E. 214 *Axford, Leo W. 


225 *Hahn, Richard W. 


203 Grossman, Paul 215 *Harmon, William T. 226 , Arthur E. 
204 Callaghan, George 216 Brees, Willian M. 227 Hewitt, Albert G. 
205 Croy, William D. 217 Crawford, Wallace W. 228 Dryer, Howard H. 


206 Junkert, Albert G. 218 Hart, Herman 
207 Walsh, Lambert C. 219 Field, Charles 
208 Gray, Henry H. 220 Dozier, John 


229 Grey, Joseph R. 
B. 230 Fulkrod, Benjamin F. 
231 *Johnsom, Lloyd N. 


209 Herman, Leo I. 221 Schooler, Oscar H. 232 Totmean, Thecdore C. 


210 Mitchell, ey A. 222 Philapy, Russell L. 


211 Housen, Syle 223 Holt, Jewel A. 


212 Brown, George P. 224 Siebenaler, Frank J. 


213 Scott, Grover B. 


233 *Mannion, Martin D. 
234 Hudson, Littleton J. 
235 “Hartman, Ferdinand 


Note: Asterisk preceding name indicates rank of First Sergeant. Remaining nonconmission- 
ed officers hold grade of Technical Sergeant. 


Technical Sergeant Feiertag and lst 


Sergeant Eallam, holding positions Nos. 1 and 2, 


respectively, on this list, were appointed to grade of Master Sergeant since 


January 1, 1938. 


The list of qualified Staff Sergeants eligible fur promotion to Technical Sergeant 
will be published in the next issue of the News Letter. 
~--000--- 


27TH PURSUIT SQUADRON STARTS LONG TRAINING FLIGHT 


Starting with the rising sum in Michigan,Arny 
Air Corps pilots of the famous 27th Pursuit, on 
February 9th, began a long and arduous trek by 
air which was scheduled to take them through 
some sixteen of these United States in seven 
days. The flight was made as a part of the 
regular annual training program required of all 
of the Army's fighti r units. 

Covering more than 4,600 miles in a week, the 
Squadron was to fly the entire route in defen- 
sive formation. Newer pilots, recently assign- 
ed to the 27th from the Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, were afforded an opportuni- 
ty to test their ability to ''take it'' day after 
day, while the older pilots in the lead posi- 
tions were likewise subjected to a test - 
whether the advancing years have lessened their 
keenness and endurance. 

According to Major Willis R. Taylor, 


were three in number! First, to familiarize all 
pilots with airdromes, ground and air naviga- 
tion facilities, and terrain features in the 
various States; second, to practice the naviga- 


tion of large units over the Department of Com | 


merce Airways under the newly-revised regula- 
tions of the Bureau of Air Commerce and in all 
types of weather; and third, to practice the 
refueling ani maintenance of aircraft in large 
numbers without the aid of any personnel other 
than the pilots of these single-seaters. No 
mechanics were taken on the flight. 

The flight, composed of fifteen of the older 
type of Pursuit aircraft, was to cross the 
States of Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabame, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Louis- 
liana, Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Ar , 
Missouri, Illinois and Indiana before returni 
to its air base at Selfridge Field, Mich. It 
was anticipated that nearly every possible kind 
of weather conditions would be encountered dur- 
ing the progress of the journey, with tempera- 
tures ranging from the eighties in Florida to 
below zero in the north central States; from 
steaming rain in the south to crystal ice ina 
few hours. 

Weather conditions permitting, the plans 


Squadron | 
Commander, the principal purposes of the flight | 


, called for brief pauses for refueling, food and 
|a few hours of precious sleep at the following 
| localities: 

First day: Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky.; 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 

Second day: Flight "A'’ - Municipal Airport, 
| Jacksonville, Fla.; Municipal Airport, Daytona 
| Beach, Fla. Flight "Bt - Municipal Airport, 
| Jacksonville, Fla.; Drew Field, Tampa, Fla. 
| Third day: Flight ''A'' and Flight "B!" - as- 
| semble at Municipal Airport, Jacksonville, Fla. ; 
| Navy Station Field, Pensacola, Fla. 
| Fourth dey: Shushan Airport, New Orleans,La.; 
| Municipal Airport, Houston, Texas.; Randolph 
| Field, San Antonio, Texas. 
| Fifth Day: Dryden Airdrome, Dryden, Texas; 
| Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas. 
| Sixth day: Municipal Airport, Midland, Texas; 
Fort Sill, Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Seventh day: Municipal Airport, Muskogee, 
Okla.; Scott Field, Belleville, Il11.; Chanute 
| Field, Rantoul, Ill.; Selfridge Field. 

The personnel of the 27th Pursuit Squadron on 
| this flight are enumerated below, as follows: 
Commanding: Major Willis R. Taylor, assisted 
| by 2nd Lieuts. Raymond P. Tedd and William 
| Kimball. 
| Flignt "A": lst Lieut. Murray C. Woodbury, 
| Commanding; 1st Lieut. D.W. Hutchison, 2nd 
Lieuts. Thomas J. Barrett, Paul F. Helmick, 
James L. Bledsoe, J. Francis Taylor. 

Flight 'B'': lst Lieut. Robert Israel, Com 
manding; 2nd Lieuts. C.P. Dittman, Charles E. 
Marion, Julian M. Bleyer, Jack L. Schoch and 
Don L. Wilhelm, Jr. 


Under Svecial Orders of the War Department 
recently issued, Captain Townsend Griffiss, Air 
Corps, is relieved from duty as Assistant Mili- 
tary Attache for Air to Spain, France and 
Belgium, and from station at Paris, France, and 
assigned to duty at Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Major George G. Cressey, Air Corps, who has 
been on duty at Scott Field, Ill., has been 
transferred to the Middletown Air Depot, 





Middletown, Pa., for duty. 
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DEAD RECKONING AND CELESTIAL NAVIGATORS 
The Headquarters of the GAQ Air Force, Langley, 
Field, Va., recently published a list of dead 
reckoning and celestial navigators, viz: 
Dead Reckoning Nevigators 

Major Lester J. Mai , ost Lieuts. Arthur 
F. Merewether, William C. Mills, Frecerick =. 
Celhoun and James A. Ellison, all cf Barksd:le 
Field, La. 


| 


Celestial Navigators 

First Lieuts. John Hq. Davies, William H. 
Matheny, Warren FE. Higgins and Paul G. Miller, 
ef Langley Field, Va. 

Mejor Ulysses G. Jones, Captains Joseph Smith,| 
Milton M. Towner, lst Lieuts. Emery S. Wetzel, | 
Dwight Divine, II, Milton F. Svmmerfelt ard 
Millard C. Young, of Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Ceptain John F. Guillett, lst Lieuts. Reuben 
C. Hood, Jr. and Fobert F. Tate, of Barksdale 
Field, La. 





---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS 
Changes of Station 





| 
| 





To Brooks Ficld, Texas: lst Lieut. LeRoy 





| 
| 
Hudson, from assignment and duty as Control Of- | 
ficer, Southwestern Airweys, Fort Sam Fouston, | 
Texas. 

To Middletown Air ot, Pa.: 
Drumm, trom Langley Field, Va. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: I1st Lieuts. Wm. hi. 
Canterbury, from the Phidippines; Donald D. 
Arnold, from Haweiian artment. 

To Materiel Division, Wright Field, 0.: lst 
Lieut. Henry W. Bowmen, from Langley Field, Va. 

To Kelly Field, Texas: lst Lieuts. William lL. 
Lee cat Eiward E. Porter, from Philippines. 

To Fort Sill, Okle.: Ceptain Gerald G.Johnson 
from Randolph Field, Texas, for duty with the | 
lst Belloon Squadron. 

Transferred to the Air Corps 

The following-named oificers have been trans- 
ferred to the Air Corps, January 24, 1935, with 
rank from June 12, 1936, and upon the corpietion 
af their present course of instruction at the 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texes, are | 
assigned to stations, as follows: 

2nd Lieuts. Gorden H. Austin (Fiela Artillery)| 
to Bolling Field, D.C.; Jackson H. Gray and 
James R. Gunn, Cavelry, to the Philippines; 
German P. Culver, Infantry (rank from June 12, 
1935) to the Philippines. 

Reserve Officers to extended active duty 

Second Lieutenants 

To Rendolph Field, Texas: ‘illiam Somogy, 
Lorain, Ohio, anc Crocker Snow, Buzzards Bay, 
Mass., to February 14, 1941, also Aaron Taft 
Vance, of Indianapolis, Ind.; Rupert ene 
Herr, Lencaster, Pa., to February 11, 1941. 

To March Field, Calif.: Jean Rogers Byerly, 
Estes Park, Colo., to Jume 30, 1940; Lloyd 
Clifford Waldorf, Burbank, Calif., to February 


3, 1941. 
To Pope Field, Ft. Br N.C.: Arthur L. 


Lajor John R. 
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| anticipated that the Syguadron will be based at 


| 5th Composite Group. 


| is entirely different. 





To Hamilton Field, Calif.: Junius W.Denison, 
Ojai, Caliz.,-to July 20, 1940. 

To Selfridge Field, Mich.: William Mason 
Reid, Minneapolis, l.inn., to December 10,1940. 

To Langley Field, Va.: Earnest Hodge Briscoe, 
Knoxvilie, fenn., to February 6, 1941; George 
Wilson Haziett, Tarentum, Pa., to February 9, 








| 1941. 


Second Lievt. Hasry R. Melton, Jr., Cavalry, 
was transferred to the Air Corps, January 24, 
19238, with renk from dune 12, 1936, and upon 
completion of his present course of instruction 
at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, is assigned to Langley Field for duty. 

Master Sergeent Richard Rogers, Air Corps,wes 
appointed a Warrant Officer, Regular Army, with 
rark from February 1, 1938, and assigned to . 
duty at Chanute Field, Ill. 











Major Charles A. Pursley, Air Corps, was on 
February 1, 1938, relieved from assignment and 
duty at Hors. Sth Corps Area, and assigned to 
duty as Control Officer, Southwestern Airways, 


WARM RECEPTION IN STORE FOR 31ST BOMBARDMENT 


All departments of the 5th Composite Group at 
Luke Field, T.H., are busily engaged in the 
making cf preliminary plans for the reception 
of the 3ist Bombardment Squadron from Hamilton 
Field, Calif. The 3]lst is the newest addition 
to the Hawaiian Air Forces cf the Army. Final 
arrangements have not yet been made, but it is 


Hickam Field and will operate as a part of the 
All personnel of that 
oha'' to the incoming unit. 
---000--- 


DOG DESERTS ARMY FOR THE NAVY 


Group extend an "' 





Elsewhere in this issue of the News Letter is 
an item concerning the air-mindedness of a cer- 
tain dog at an Air Corps station. From Luke 
Field, T.H., hewever, there comes a story which 


On January 20th, through the medium of a 
redicgram from the Commanding Officer of the USS 
TANAGER, it was learned that ''Scrappie,'' popu- 
lar member of Luke Field's Canine set had become 
bored with the routine of post Life and embarked 
on the above named Navy vessel just prior to her 
devarture on a short cruise. The following 
radiograms revealed the cutcome of his yearning 
for the sea: 

Luke Field - from - TANAGER Jan 19 1937 
Found dog on board after departure Sunday bear- 
ing Luke Field license twenty four. Request 
owners be notified the dog will be returned on 
completion present exercises about twenty seven 
January 0850. 

To Mejor Van Ingen 
Your dog is aboard the USS TANAGER, Will be back 
about January twenty seven. Stone (Capt. 

Mejor Van Ingen, S.C., Post Signal Officer and 
owner of the dog states he had no intimation of 
"Scrappie's'' apparent dissatisfaction with Air 
Corps life, 
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